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​Introduction​

​As a student entering the Senior Cycle, you are coming to a crossroad in your life.  You need to make​
​decisions and plan for your future.  The first decision you will be asked to make is to choose subjects that​

​you will study for the Leaving Certificate.​
​The Leaving Certificate examination is a very important milestone for most young adults.  The first step in obtaining​
​an excellent Leaving Certificate is for each individual to choose subjects most suited to themselves.  We hope you find​
​this booklet a valuable source of information and guidance.  As a matter of policy we will make every effort with the​

​resources available to offer students the subjects of their choice.​

​Drogheda Grammar School values the role of parents in the education of the students and seeks to work in​
​partnership with them.  Therefore, it is important to discuss your subject choice with your parents /​
​guardians and all enquiries from them are very welcome.  I can be contacted via telephone or email​

​d.keane@droghedagrammarschool.ie​
​This booklet contains information that will help you to choose your subjects wisely.  Information is provided​
​on the content of all of the optional Leaving Certificate subjects, as well as information on the assessment of​
​these subjects in the Leaving Certificate.  We have given some examples of career areas linked to the various​

​subjects.​
​In choosing your subjects for the Leaving Certificate you also need to consider your options on completion​

​of the Leaving Certificate.  During your Career Guidance lessons, the​​Subject Choice for Senior Cycle​
​session and the​​Subject Options Evening​​,​​information​​is provided on the CAO points system as well as the​
​essential subjects needed for specific courses.  There is further information available regarding courses on​
​college websites and other websites, details of which are provided in this booklet.  The​​Subject Choice​​for​

​Senior Cycle​​session Powerpoint is available on​​the​​TY Google Classroom​​and will be emailed to you.​
​REMEMBER:  You are the person who is studying the subjects and who is going to take the exam – It is​

​your responsibility to make sure that the information you have is up to date and accurate.​
​Ask for help from teachers, parents, friends and the Guidance Counsellor.​

​You will have a one-to-one appointment with the guidance counsellor before you make your subject choices.​
​Prior to this appointment you should have​​reviewed​​the material you were directed to on​

​www.careersportal.ie​​, considered the results of your​​MyAptitude and EirQuest assessment​​and of the​
​Careers Portal Interest Inventory (CPIP).​ ​How to​​do this has been explained to you in your Career​

​Guidance lessons and a video demonstration has been posted on Google Classroom.​
​Good luck and I hope that your decisions are a positive start of a very exciting and challenging two years to​

​your Leaving Certificate!​
​While the information contained in this booklet is accurate at the time of publication, course requirements​

​are constantly changing and students need to check up-to-date requirements re specific course requirements​
​with colleges via websites and / or brochures.​ ​Please​​also note that this year there are revised curriculum​
​specifications for 5 subjects - 3 of which we offer in DGS (Construction Studies, Geography and Physical​

​Education).  Please take note of the updated course content and exam structure in these subjects.​
​I wish to thank the subject teachers who provided the information on subject content for this booklet and the​

​Admin staff who compiled all the contributions and provided a valuable editing service!​
​Deirdre Keane,​

​Guidance Counsellor​
​February 2026​
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​How many subjects will you study for the Leaving Certificate?​

​In​ ​Drogheda​ ​Grammar​ ​School,​ ​all​ ​students​ ​take​ ​seven​ ​subjects​ ​in​​the​​Leaving​​Certificate.​ ​The​​following​
​subjects are mandatory:​

​●​ ​Irish (unless you have an official exemption)​
​●​ ​English​
​●​ ​Maths​

​Students must then choose​​four​​option subjects that​​best match their ability and career aspirations. While we​
​do our best to facilitate all students’ options, please remember when completing the preference form that:​

​●​ ​Students must select 6 subjects​​from the range of​​seventeen currently offered, in order of preference,​
​number 1 being their best preference and 6 being their least preferred option.​

​●​ ​There is no guarantee that all students will get their first four preferences.  Please note that subjects​
​offered are contingent on numbers opting for that subject, as well as staffing resources.​

​●​ ​The choice blocks are created based on the order of preferences indicated by each student and the​
​year group as a whole. This is why it is important to list from 1-6 in order of preference.​

​●​ ​Not all combinations can be offered.​
​●​ ​Remember students should make their choices based on research they conduct themselves using the​

​websites​​www.careersportal.ie​ ​and​​www.qualifax.ie​​which contain very helpful information in this​
​regard.​

​In this booklet the Subject Coordinators of all subjects have outlined the basic information relating to every​
​subject offered in Drogheda Grammar School to Leaving Certificate Examination Level.​

​This is not intended to be an exhaustive set of information - students still need to conduct their own research​
​on all subjects, particularly the option subjects.​

​In order to assist students with their subject choices:​

​●​ ​The Guidance Counsellor presents a Subject Choice for Senior Cycle session to the whole TY group.​
​●​ ​The Guidance Counsellor offers an individual appointment to each TY student to discuss subject​

​choices.​
​●​ ​The Guidance Counsellor gives lessons on Subject Choice for Senior Cycle​
​●​ ​A Subject Options Evening for TY students and their parents is held where the Guidance Counsellor​

​gives a brief presentation on Subject Choice for Senior Cycle. Subject teachers set up a stand with​
​information about each subject and are available to give advice about each subject at Senior Cycle​
​level.​
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​How will you choose your subjects for the Leaving Certificate?​

​The following broad guidelines form a basis for choice​

​1.​ ​Know your Strengths and Interests​
​2.​ ​Choose subjects that you like and would be good at​
​3.​ ​Inform yourself of Leaving Certificate subject requirements for third level colleges or courses​

​Know your Strengths and Interests​
​You​​should​​look​​back​​at​​the​​results​​you​​get​​in​​school​​and​​see​​if​​there​​is​​a​​pattern.​ ​Do​​you​​always​​do​​well​​at​
​languages and English?  Do you find Business and Science challenging or easy?​

​Look​​at​​your​​Junior​​Cert​​results​​and​​find​​the​​subjects​​that​​you​​were​​best​​at.​ ​How​​did​​you​​find​​the​​subjects​​in​
​Transition Year?​

​The​ ​step​ ​up​ ​from​ ​Junior​ ​Cycle​ ​into​ ​the​ ​Leaving​ ​Cert​ ​courses​​is​​challenging​​and​​you​​need​​to​​have​​a​​good​
​foundation​ ​in​ ​any​ ​subject​ ​that​ ​you​ ​want​ ​to​ ​take​ ​for​ ​the​ ​next​ ​two​ ​years.​ ​Remember​ ​the​ ​vast​ ​majority​ ​of​
​courses​​on​​offer​​through​​the​​CAO​​are​​based​​on​​points​​and​​points​​only​​so​​it​​is​​important​​that​​you​​maximise​
​your chances of achieving these by choosing your Leaving Cert subjects wisely.​

​Please​ ​see​ ​the​ ​Student​ ​Self​ ​Assessment​ ​Section​ ​at​ ​the​ ​end​ ​of​ ​this​ ​booklet​ ​and​ ​fill​ ​out​ ​1.​ ​Junior​ ​Cert​ ​/​
​Summer Exam Results​​table​

​Choose subjects that you like and would be good at​
​There​​is​​no​​such​​thing​​as​​an​​easy​​honour​​in​​any​​Leaving​​Cert​​subject.​ ​Over​​the​​next​​two​​years​​you​​will​​have​
​to​​work​​very​​hard​​to​​achieve​​good​​results​​in​​all​​your​​subjects.​ ​Liking​​and​​enjoying​​a​​subject​​is​​a​​huge​​part​
​of​​being​​able​​to​​keep​​up​​the​​commitment​​and​​study​​needed.​ ​Consider​​the​​subjects​​you​​enjoyed​​most​​during​
​the​ ​Junior​ ​Cert​ ​cycle.​ ​Taking​ ​an​ ​interest​ ​in​ ​a​ ​subject​ ​will​ ​greatly​ ​help​ ​to​ ​motivate​​you​​when​​it​​comes​​to​
​studying and allows the information to stick in your mind more easily.​

​Inform yourself of Leaving Cert subject requirements​
​If you already have a definite course or career in mind, you need to find out if there are essential subjects​
​that you must have for the Leaving Cert to be eligible for that course.  Make sure to include any subjects you​
​might need for third level - either those specifically required for the course or those that might benefit your​
​studies for that course​​eg, Chemistry for Veterinary​​Medicine, Higher Irish(H4) for Primary School​
​Teaching or Higher Maths(H3) for Data Science in DCU etc…​

​If​ ​you​ ​are​ ​unsure​ ​of​ ​what​ ​you​ ​want​ ​to​ ​do​ ​after​ ​school​​–​​RELAX!​ ​Most​​Transition​​Year​​students​​do​​not​
​know!​ ​In​​5th​​Year​​and​​6​​th​ ​Year​​there​​are​​also​​visits​​to​​colleges​​and​​Open​​Days​​as​​well​​as​​speakers​​to​​help​
​you​​decide.​ ​However,​​you​​need​​to​​make​​sure​​that​​your​​subject​​choices​​are​​carefully​​chosen​​to​​ensure​
​that​​you​​are​​not​​ruling​​yourself​​out​​of​​anything​​that​​you​​might​​be​​interested​​in​​later​​on.​ ​Choose​​a​​range​
​of​​subjects​​which​​will​​keep​​your​​options​​open​​-​​perhaps​​a​​Science​​subject​​and​​/​​or​​a​​Business​​subject​​and​​/​
​or a European language and / or a practical subject.​
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​Some​​subjects​​are​​essential​​for​​entry​​to​​particular​​colleges.​​Check​​the​​list​​of​​essential​​subjects​​required​​for​
​specific third level courses using​​www.qualifax.ie​​.​ ​Consult college websites​

​A useful exercise would be to complete Section​​2.​​Results from careersportal.ie​​in the​​Self Assessment​​at​
​the end of this booklet.  This will help you start thinking about what is required to become qualified in career​
​areas that you may be interested in.​

​Essential subjects - some examples​
​H4 in Irish - Primary School Teaching.​
​H4 in Maths – Level 8 (Honours) Engineering Degrees.​
​H4 in Chemistry - Human Nutrition and Dietetics in TU Dublin - Grangegorman.​
​H4 in Chemistry and in either Physics or Biology – Dentistry (UCC) and Pharmacy (UCC).​
​H5 in Chemistry – Veterinary Medicine in UCD​
​H4 in a Laboratory Science Subject - Occupational Therapy, Speech and Language Therapy​
​A Laboratory Science Subject - Nursing.​

​All essential subjects for courses may be found on college websites and on​​www.qualifax.ie​ ​Follow the​
​directions given during the Careers lessons and during the Subject Choice for Senior Cycle sessions.​
​(​​Information Hub​​then​​CAO​​then​​CAO Subject Requirements​​Tool​​)​
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​University / College General Entry Requirements​
​When making subject choices there are two broad areas which should be considered:​

​●​ ​Having the essential subjects for a course/career​
​●​ ​Maximising points and getting the grades specified by colleges/universities​

​There are 3 steps to gaining entry to college/university​
​1.​ ​Minimum Entry (Matriculation) requirements​
​2.​ ​Subject requirements – (specific course entry requirements may also involve interviews, portfolios​

​etc)​
​3.​ ​Points​

​Minimum Entry (Matriculation) Requirements​
​Matriculation is the minimum academic qualification that is demanded for entry. If you don’t meet this​
​initial requirement you will not be considered, regardless of the points obtained in the Leaving Cert.​

​Level 8 Hons Degree​
​NUI Colleges - UCD, UCC, University of Galway, Maynooth University​​:​

​●​ ​English, Irish, a Modern Language (Ord/Higher) + 3 other subjects​
​●​ ​4 x O6/H7 and 2 x H5 = total 6 subjects​
​●​ ​Irish/Mod Language exemption (specific grounds)​

​University of Limerick​
​●​ ​Maths, English, Irish​​or​​another language (Ord/Higher)​​+ 4 other subjects​
​●​ ​4 x O6/H7 and 2 x H5 = total 6 subjects​

​*F6 in Foundation Maths may be used to satisfy minimum requirements but cannot be used for​
​points​

​Trinity College Dublin​
​●​ ​English, Maths, a Mod Lang​​or​​Irish + 3 other subjects​
​●​ ​3 x O6/H7 and 3 x H5 = total 6 subjects​

​DCU​
​●​ ​Maths, English​​or​​Irish (Ord/Higher) + 4 other subjects​
​●​ ​4 x O6/H7 and 2 x H5 = total 6 subjects​

​Technological University Honours Degrees (Level 8)​
​●​ ​English​​or​​Irish, Maths (Ord/Higher)+ 4 other subjects​
​●​ ​4 x O6/H7 and 2 x H5   = total 6 subjects​

​Higher Certificates (Level 6) and Ordinary Degrees (Level 7)​
​●​ ​English​​or​​Irish and Maths (Ord) +3 other subjects​​= 5 x O6/H7​

​(Foundation level Maths is accepted for a number of courses where Maths is not part of the course)​
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​Specific course/subject requirements​
​In addition to matriculation requirements, many courses and faculties have specific subject requirements,​
​which​​must be checked on​​www.qualifax​​or on the college​​website​​e.g. Veterinary Medicine in UCD​
​requires H5 Chemistry.​

​Core Subjects More Important Than Points​
​Beyond the essential core subjects of English and Maths the number of courses which require specific​
​subjects is, in fact, quite small.​

​●​ ​Specific subject course requirements usually refer to Irish or/and a modern language or science​
​subject​

​●​ ​Be aware that some courses have Higher Level subject requirements i.e. you must achieve a certain​
​grade at Higher level to be considered for entry to the course.  Examples are H4 in Maths for Civil​
​Engineering in University of Galway, H4 in Maths for Computer Science in Trinity​

​●​ ​It is really important you check this before you finalise your subject choices.​

​HIGHER LEVEL MATHS​​is necessary for:​
​●​ ​Most Maths courses and for all core level 8 (​​Honours​​degree programmes​​) Engineering courses in​

​Ireland – HL maths are also required for Computer Science in TCD and Computational Thinking in​
​Maynooth University.​

​An Important Piece of Advice:​
​A pass in Ordinary Level Maths​​is a requirement for​​the​​vast majority​​of courses in the CAO with the​
​exception of Arts, Law and Art courses in​​some​​colleges​​and universities. The thousands of  students per​
​year who fail to secure a pass in ordinary level are in a particularly difficult situation. A further 5,000​
​students each year now choose foundation level maths, and there is a growing number of colleges and​
​courses that offer places to students who secure a minimum of a F1 or F2 grade at this level. Whatever you​
​do over the next two years, don’t neglect your studies in this subject.​
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​Third Language​
​This information is subject to change – check with the course provider or Qualifax/Careers Portal​
​Not everyone is gifted with languages and if you are struggling to get a pass in the language at Ordinary​
​Level in the Junior Certificate you will find the Leaving Certificate very difficult.  Please discuss this with​
​your subject teacher.​

​Industry and employers rate language skills highly, especially if combined with computing, science,​
​electronics or business.​

​●​ ​NUI universities require a pass in a third language for some of their courses:​
​UCC​
​University of Galway​
​UCD​
​The Royal College of Surgeons​
​St. Angela’s College, Sligo​
​NUI Maynooth, MU​
​Shannon College of Hotel Management​

​Do your research!​
​●​ ​Health Sciences​​(e.g. Medicine, Pharmacy, etc.)​​do​​require a third language in NUI universities and​

​colleges.​
​●​ ​Some NUI s and TU s have a third language as a requirement for certain courses that have a large​

​language component, e.g. European Studies, Languages & Marketing, Hotel Management, and​
​Languages & International Tourism.​

​●​ ​Entry to the Cadetships in the Army, Army Equitation, Air Corp and Naval Service require a third​
​Language.​

​●​ ​Many science and engineering courses include the study of French or German ab initio (from​
​scratch).​

​If you have a language exemption you apply to NUI.ie in 6​​th​ ​Year.​

​PLEASE NOTE:​
​If you were born outside the Republic of Ireland but have studied Irish, it is possible to present Irish​
​as a Leaving Certificate subject to fulfil the requirements to present a language other than English.​
​This means that you would not have to study a Modern Foreign Language for third language entry​
​requirements to a third level institution.  You must apply to the NUI for this type of exemption.​

​You do​​not​​need a Third Language for:​
​●​ ​TCD (if you have Irish)​
​●​ ​DCU, Maynooth University, UL and all Technical Universities previously named I.T.s for many​

​courses (unless you are doing a course which includes the study of a language)​
​●​ ​Maynooth University no longer requires a third language (modern language) for Business,​

​Accounting, Finance and Law degree programmes.​
​●​ ​No third language required for Engineering & Science in NUI Maynooth​
​●​ ​No third language required for Engineering, Science & Ag Science in UCD​
​●​ ​No third language required for Engineering, Science & Food Science, Computer Science in UCC​
​●​ ​No third language required for Engineering, Biomedical Science and Science in University of​

​Galway​
​●​ ​Gardaí, Nursing, Apprenticeships and most PLC Courses​
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​The Sciences​
​If you are applying for anything in the Engineering, Medical, Paramedical, Health Science (Radiography,​
​Physiotherapy, Human Nutrition/Dietician, Pharmacy, Medical Laboratory, Podiatry, Veterinary Nursing,​
​etc.) or Science areas at Universities/3​​rd​ ​Level Colleges,​​you need to have a pass in​​at least one Laboratory​
​Science Subject.​

​A science subject​​is also necessary for Nursing and​​some beauty therapy courses.​
​Home Economics with Biology requires a science subject.  Home Economics with Religious Education/Irish​
​requires a science subject or Home Economics​

​Some courses require​​TWO​​laboratory science subjects.​
​Two Science​​Subjects are required for:​

​●​ ​Dentistry, Medicine, Pharmacy: UCC (H4 Chemistry plus H4 in either Physics or Biology)​
​●​ ​Medical & Health Sciences: UCC (H4 Chemistry plus O6/H7 in one of Biology or Physics or​

​Agricultural Science​
​●​ ​Medicine (​​5 year course​​): RCSI (H4 Chemistry plus​​H4 in either Physics or Biology)​
​●​ ​Medicine: TCD (1H3 + 1H4 in two of Physics or Chemistry or Physics-Chemistry or Biology or​

​Agricultural Science)  Certain combinations not permitted: Physics or Chemistry with​
​Physics-Chemistry; Agricultural Science with Biology​

​●​ ​Dental Science: TCD (1H3 + 1H4 in two of Physics or Chemistry or Physics-Chemistry or Biology )​
​Certain combinations not permitted: Physics or Chemistry with Physics-Chemistry​

​●​ ​Physiotherapy: TCD (H4 in two of Physics or Chemistry or Biology or Maths or Agricultural​
​Science.)  Certain combinations not permitted: Physics or Chemistry​​with​​Physics-Chemistry;​
​Agricultural Science​​with​​Biology​

​●​ ​Human Health & Disease: TCD (H4 Biology plus H4 in one of Physics​​or​​Chemistry)​
​●​ ​Pharmacy: TCD (H4 Chemistry​​or​​Physics-Chemistry plus​​H4 in one of Physics or Biology or Maths​

​or Applied Maths or Geography or Computer Science or Agricultural Science)  Certain combinations​
​not permitted: Physics or Chemistry with Physics-Chemistry​

​●​ ​Biological & Biomedical Sciences: TCD (H4 in two of Physics or Chemistry or Biology or​
​Physics-Chemistry or Maths or Applied Maths or Geography or Computer Science or Agricultural​
​Science)​

​●​ ​Chemical Sciences: TCD (H4 in two of Physics or Chemistry or Biology or Physics-Chemistry or​
​Maths or Applied Maths or Geography or Computer Science or Agricultural Science)  Certain​
​combinations not permitted: Physics or Chemistry with Physics-Chemistry; Agricultural Science​
​with Biology; Applied Maths with Maths​

​●​ ​Geography & Geoscience: TCD (H4 in two of Physics or Chemistry or Biology or​
​Physics-Chemistry or Maths or Applied Maths or Geography or Computer Science or Agricultural​
​Science)  Certain combinations not permitted: Physics or Chemistry with Physics-Chemistry;​
​Agricultural Science with Biology; Applied Maths with Maths​

​●​ ​Physical Sciences: TCD (H4 in two of Physics or Chemistry or Biology or Physics-Chemistry or​
​Maths or Applied Maths or Geography or Computer Science or Agricultural Science)  Certain​
​combinations not permitted: Physics or Chemistry with Physics-Chemistry; Agricultural Science​
​with Biology; Applied Maths with Maths​

​●​ ​Medicine (​​5 year course​​): University of Galway (H4​​in two of  Biology or Chemistry or Physics or​
​Agricultural Science)​

​●​ ​UK Paramedical Courses​
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​Course requirements should be checked on an individual basis.​

​Chemistry is required for:​
​●​ ​Human Nutrition & Dietetics: TUD - Grangegorman​
​●​ ​Dentistry, Medicine, Pharmacy: UCC (plus Physics or Biology)​
​●​ ​Medical & Health Sciences: UCC (plus one of Biology or Physics or Agricultural Science.)​
​●​ ​Medicine (​​5 year course​​): RCSI (plus either Physics​​or Biology)​
​●​ ​Veterinary Medicine: UCD​
​●​ ​Pharmacy: TCD (plus one of Physics or Biology or Maths or Applied Maths or Geography or​

​Computer Science or Agricultural Science.)​ ​Alternatively​​H4 in Physics-Chemistry plus one of​
​Biology or Maths or Applied Maths or Geography or Computer Science or Agricultural Science.​

​Biology is required for:​
​●​ ​Genetics: UCC​
​●​ ​Human Health & Disease: TCD (plus Physics or Chemistry or Physics-Chemistry)​
​●​ ​Veterinary Nursing: Dundalk IT (Biology or Agricultural Science required)​
​●​ ​Health Science with Dietetics Studies: ATU – Letterkenny​
​●​ ​Health Science with Occupational Therapy Studies: ATU – Letterkenny​
​●​ ​Health Science with Physiotherapy Studies: ATU – Letterkenny​
​●​ ​A high grade in Biology if taking Biology as an elective in Arts Maynooth​
​●​ ​Very useful for P.E. teaching with Biology in DCU.​

​Physics is required for:​
​●​ ​Theoretical Physics: TCD​

​Anyone considering courses in Engineering or Electronics would be encouraged to study Physics.​

​Agricultural Science is required for:​
​●​ ​Veterinary Nursing: Dundalk IT (Biology​​or​​Agricultural​​Science required)​
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​CAO Points​
​Leaving Certificate Points Scoring System​

​●​ ​You may only count 6 subjects for points​
​●​ ​All subjects are treated equally for points​​(with​​exception of Higher Maths)​
​●​ ​Max 600 points in one sitting of the Leaving Certificate​
​●​ ​+25 bonus points for H1-H6 in Maths​​(provided your​​Maths grade is one of your 6 highest grades)​
​●​ ​You may satisfy​​course requirements​​in more than one​​sitting of Leaving Certificate​

​Each college course has a limited number of places.  The places are allocated to students with the highest​
​number of points received in their Leaving Cert.  Therefore, a student may not receive a place even if they​
​have met the matriculation/subject requirements.​
​The points you receive in the Leaving Certificate Exam are allocated on the basis of the​​best six results​​you​
​receive in the exam.​ ​If you are sitting more than​​six, you will still only be awarded the total from the​
​best six​​.​ ​Even if you pass six, but you do not meet​​the specific entry requirements you will not be able to go​
​to that institution.  These points must be achieved in one sitting.  You cannot carry points over from one​
​sitting of the exam to another.​
​While it is impossible to predict the required points for a course, you can get a rough idea from looking at​
​points from last year for the course you may be interested in.​ ​www.cao.ie​​is a good source to find out points​
​from previous years.​

​Study this table to compare the points awarded for different​
​grades at Higher and Ordinary level.  Note that a H5​
​(50%-59% in Higher level) awards the same points as an O1​
​(90%-100% in Ordinary level)​
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​Some Common Questions and Answers​

​What happens if I do not take Higher Irish?​
​Apart​​from​​not​​being​​able​​to​​take​​a​​number​​of​​higher​​degree​​programmes,​​which​​have​​Irish​​as​​a​​core​​entry​
​requirement,​​the​​main​​consequence​​of​​not​​taking​​higher​​level​​Irish​​is​​that​​you​​are​​precluded​​from​​studying​​to​
​be​​a​​primary​​school​​teacher​​in​​all​​of​​the​​Irish​​training​​colleges.​​You​​must​​have​​a​​minimum​​of​​a​​H4​​in​​Irish​
​prior to pursuing primary education studies​​.​

​You​​may​​however​​pursue​​a​​relevant​​subject​​area​​of​​study​​to​​primary​​school​​teaching​​at​​third​​level​​(education​
​policy,​​social​​science,​​arts​​degree​​etc)​​and​​then,​​upon​​securing​​a​​level​​8​​degree,​​apply​​to​​do​​a​​post-graduate​
​diploma in primary school teacher training​​.​

​What happens if I do not take Higher Maths?​
​There​​are​​wide​​ranges​​of​​level​​8-degree​​programmes​​from​​which​​you​​will​​be​​precluded​​if​​you​​do​​not​​secure​
​a​ ​minimum​ ​of​ ​an​ ​O6​ ​or​ ​in​ ​many​ ​cases​ ​a​ ​H4,​ ​in​​Maths.​​These​​would​​include​​many​​Engineering,​​Science,​
​Computer​​Science,​​Information​​and​​Computer​​Technology​​courses,​​and​​most​​degrees​​that​​include​​maths​​as​​a​
​core subject.​

​If​ ​you​ ​are​ ​interested​ ​in​ ​careers​ ​which​ ​derive​ ​from​ ​such​ ​courses,​ ​you​ ​can​ ​always​ ​start​ ​with​ ​a​ ​two-year​
​certificate​ ​programme​ ​which​ ​will​ ​only​ ​require​ ​a​ ​pass​ ​in​ ​Ordinary​​Level​​Maths​​and​​provided​​you​​secure​​a​
​grade​ ​of​ ​at​ ​least​ ​60%​ ​in​ ​your​ ​examinations,​ ​you​ ​can​ ​progress​​through​​to​​an​​ordinary​​degree​​(level​​7)​​and​
​then on to a higher degree programme (level 8).​

​What happens if I do not take a language other than Irish and English?​
​The​​colleges​​of​​the​​National​​University​​of​​Ireland​​demand​​a​​pass​​in​​a​​third​​language,​​for​​entry​​into​​almost​
​all​​of​​their​​courses,​​apart​​from​​nursing.​​These​​colleges​​are​​UCD,​​UCG,​​UCC,​​and​​NUI​​Maynooth.​ ​All​​NUI​
​colleges have dropped the third language requirement for their engineering and science programmes.​

​UCD​ ​have​ ​also​ ​dropped​ ​this​ ​requirement​ ​for​ ​all​ ​their​ ​engineering​ ​and​ ​science​ ​programmes.​ ​A​ ​third​
​language​​is​​required​​for​​entry​​into​​the​​cadetship​​in​​the​​army​​or​​the​​air​​corp.​ ​Trinity​​accepts​​Irish​​as​​fulfilling​
​their second language requirement.​

​Neither​​UL​​nor​​DCU​​or​​any​​of​​the​​Technological​​Universities​​require​​a​​European​​language​​for​​entry​
​purposes to their courses unless of course there is a strong language component incorporated​​.​

​Why choose a foreign language?​
​I​ ​would​ ​recommend​ ​that​​all​​students​​choose​​to​​study​​a​​foreign​​language​​for​​the​​Leaving​​Certificate​​unless​
​you​​have​​manifested​​major​​problems​​in​​assimilating​​a​​language​​in​​the​​Junior​​Certificate.​ ​Studying​​a​​foreign​
​language​​not​​only​​gives​​you​​a​​great​​cultural​​awareness​​of​​the​​target​​country(ies)​​in​​question​​but​​it​​is​​also​​a​
​major​​asset​​in​​terms​​of​​securing​​meaningful​​employment.​ ​Many​​Irish​​people​​remain​​unemployed​​in​​Ireland​
​or​​are​​forced​​to​​go​​to​​the​​US​​or​​Australia​​to​​obtain​​a​​job​​as​​seeking​​unemployment​​in​​Germany​​or​​France​​or​
​Spain​ ​is​ ​not​ ​an​ ​option​ ​owing​ ​to​ ​their​ ​lack​ ​of​ ​language​ ​skills.​ ​Being​ ​fluent​ ​or​ ​reasonably​ ​competent​​in​​a​
​major​ ​European​ ​or​ ​Asian​ ​language​ ​is​ ​a​ ​major​ ​plus​ ​on​ ​your​ ​CV​ ​and​ ​combined​ ​with​ ​a​ ​degree​ ​in​ ​another​
​discipline​ ​will​ ​no​ ​doubt​ ​make​ ​job​ ​hunting​ ​much​ ​easier​ ​when​ ​you​ ​graduate​ ​from​ ​College​ ​in​ ​a​ ​few​ ​years’​
​time.​

​And remember only​​8%​​of the world’s population speak​​English as their 1​​st​ ​language!​
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​If I don’t know what I want to study at 3​​rd​ ​level, what subjects should I choose?​
​If you are not sure what you wish to study later on then I suggest that you take a​​good mixture​​of subjects.​
​You should attempt to select a balanced range of subjects that will leave your further and higher education​
​options open for as long as possible.  A​​language​​and a​​science​​subject are important so that you don’t​​limit​
​your options when it comes to the CAO.  In order to maximise your Leaving Cert points you should​​then​
​choose subjects you are interested in​​and will hopefully​​enjoy studying to a higher level.  Aptitude and​
​interest tests are a great idea for any student who is struggling to choose a career path that suits them.  All​
​Transition Years have completed the Interest Inventory (CPIP) on​​www.careersportal.ie​​and have also​
​completed the interest test on the Career Fit assessment.  You should also be mindful of the results of your​
​previous examinations and aptitudes test results when making these choices.​

​Should I take up a subject not studied for Junior Certificate?​
​Although​​it​​is​​not​​essential​​to​​have​​taken​​certain​​subjects​​at​​Junior​​Certificate​​level​​in​​order​​to​​study​​them​
​for​​Leaving​​Certificate,​​it​​is​​advisable,​​as​​students​​who​​have​​no​​previous​​experience​​of​​a​​subject​​going​​into​
​Leaving​ ​Certificate​ ​are​ ​usually​ ​at​ ​a​ ​disadvantage.​ ​If​ ​a​ ​student​ ​wants​ ​to​ ​take​ ​up​ ​a​ ​subject​​they​​have​​not​
​studied​ ​for​ ​Junior​ ​Certificate​ ​they​ ​should​ ​firstly,​ ​and​ ​most​ ​importantly​​,​ ​speak​ ​to​ ​that​ ​subject​ ​teacher.​
​Then​ ​take​ ​a​ ​look​ ​at​ ​the​ ​textbooks​ ​and​ ​speak​ ​to​ ​a​ ​student​ ​that​ ​studied​ ​the​ ​subject​ ​for​ ​their​ ​Leaving​
​Certificate.​

​Are there any subjects that are easier than others?​
​This is a common misconception. There is no such thing as an easy subject at Leaving Cert level.  It depends​
​entirely on the student and his or her attitude and aptitude in the particular subject area.  It stands to reason​
​that a student with a strong mathematical ability will favour Maths over French and find it easier but a​
​student with a flair for languages will favour French or Spanish over Maths and find these languages easier.​
​Remember that a subject which appears to have a high percentage of A grades every year is due to the high​
​standards and capabilities of the students taking that subject and to some degree the class sizes.​

​Each and every subject takes time, dedication and consistent attention for two years!​
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​Do​ ​Don’t​

​●​ ​Choose subjects that you enjoy.​ ​●​ ​Choose a subject because your​
​friend is taking it.​

​●​ ​Choose subjects that you are good at.​ ​●​ ​Choose a subject because you like or​
​dislike the teacher.​

​●​ ​Choose subjects that you need for​
​your chosen career.​

​●​ ​Choose a subject because you think​
​it will be easy.​

​●​ ​Talk to your teachers.​ ​●​ ​Choose a new subject without​
​finding out about it.​

​●​ ​Talk to parents and guardians.​ ​●​ ​Make a decision at the last minute​
​without exploring all options.​

​●​ ​Talk to senior students.​ ​●​ ​Don’t panic.​

​●​ ​Keep your options open for the future​
​by making a balanced choice now.​
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​Other Options after Leaving Cert​

​●​ ​College of Further Education Post Leaving Cert course = QQI (FETAC) Level 5 Certificate 5 x O6 +​
​interview/reference(s) eg. Coláiste Dhulaigh, DIFE, O'Fiaich Institute of FE, Inchicore College and​
​BCFE​

​●​ ​Tertiary Education​
​●​ ​Apprenticeship i.e. part time employment and part time college up to PHD level​
​●​ ​Study overseas​
​●​ ​ETB training courses​
​●​ ​Defence Forces, Gardaí​
​●​ ​TEAGASC (agriculture, horticulture)​

​Studying Abroad​
​Keep in mind the option of studying abroad, particularly the UK or Europe.​

​You can look at UCAS for the UK and EUNICAS for courses taught through English in Europe.​

​IT IS UP TO YOU TO VERIFY THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO THE COLLEGES OR​
​COURSES YOU ARE INTERESTED IN.​
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​Drogheda Grammar School Subject Options Process​

​FAQs:​
​1.​ ​Will every subject on the list be offered?​

​Not necessarily. This will depend on the demand for each subject. We cannot run a subject if there are​
​only a small (4 or less) students who choose it. The subjects listed are the ones we have the capability to​
​offer.​

​2.​ ​Why do we have to pick 6 subjects when we will only need 4?​

​Not everyone will get their top 4 preferences. Therefore, each student needs to consider alternatives. By​
​asking each student to pick their top 6 it ensures the blocks are arranged to ensure the best fit for all​
​students.​

​3.​ ​What happens if the final blocks do not suit?​

​Once the final blocks are issued there will be no change in their arrangement as it is based on the best fit​
​as indicated by all the students’ preferences. It is rare (but has happened) that a student does not get 4 out​
​of their top 6 preferences. This is out of our control as we have to work with a system which works on​
​the basis of “best fit for all”.  We can advise on alternative options that will still allow progression to the​
​next stage of education.​

​4.​ ​Will I always get my first choice?​

​Yes. This is why it is really important you consider the order of your preferences carefully as the​
​programme will prioritise 2 over 3, 3 over 4 etc. Along with everyone else’s. Think carefully about how​
​you order them.​

​5.​ ​Can I change subjects at a later date?​

​There is some flexibility provided there is space in the alternative subject and that the change is made​
​within the first two weeks of 5​​th​ ​Year.​ ​However,​​your preferences should be formed on the basis that​
​these are subjects you will definitely do and are prepared to study. In other words we ask you to take the​
​choice of subjects and order of preference seriously. This will ensure our final blocks will be reflective​
​of the year group’s view.​

​6.​ ​How exactly are the blocks chosen?​

​All the student’s preferences (1-6) are fed into the computer programme which generates blocks. It will​
​generate the best fit for all students based on their preferences. It will ensure everyone gets their first​
​choice, then move onto second choice etc. The combination of subjects in each block will try to ensure​
​everyone has a choice and a range of subjects.​

​7.​ ​Will the arrangement of subjects in the final blocks restrict my options for 3​​rd​ ​level.​

​In short, no. Given the range of subjects available and the entrance requirements for most courses there​
​will not be a combination that will prevent anyone from continuing to 3​​rd​ ​level. It is important that​​you​
​choose in order of preference as the blocks will be weighted towards that.​
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​8.​ ​Will some students get all of their top 4?​

​Some will, and some will not.  Not because of who they are but because the subjects they have chosen​
​have been arranged in the blocks due to the majority of students indicating those preferences. Some​
​students may get 3 out of top 4 and then 5 or 6 in their list and so on.​

​9.​ ​Why can’t I just put down 4 subjects, I don’t want to do any others?​

​We need you to pick 6 because we cannot guarantee you will get your top 4. You must be prepared for​
​all eventualities. By putting down 6 we are ensuring your preferences are taken into account and also​
​ensuring we open up as many choices for you as we can.​

​10.​​What if in the final block there are subjects I don’t want to study at all and were not in my top​

​It is rare this happens and as stated above we will not be able to change the blocks at this point. We will​
​need to look at the subjects and choose the best fit from the block. There is not an option of not sitting a​
​subject in 5​​th​ ​year.​

​11.​​Can I study additional subjects outside of school?​

​There are options to do that, but it has nothing to do with the school. However, for subjects which have​
​coursework elements​​our teachers cannot sign off on​​them as they must certify this work was done in​
​class/under supervision.​ ​This means that if a student​​opts to study a subject with coursework​
​elements outside of school, they will forfeit the marks for the coursework elements of that subject.​
​Please bear in mind also that only 6 subjects are counted for points if you are progressing through the​
​CAO system.​

​If you choose to study additional subjects outside of school please email the Guidance Counsellor​
​d.keane@droghedagrammarschool.ie​​and Administration​​staff​​info@droghedagrammarschool.ie​​so that​
​the school can register you with the Department of Education as taking that subject for Leaving​
​Certificate and you may take the written examinations (or Oral or Aural examinations if applicable) in​
​the school.​

​12.​​Can I drop a subject- i.e. Only study 6.​

​In 5​​th​ ​year only students with an exemption / significant​​educational need will be permitted to drop a​
​subject. This can only be done with consultation with the Guidance Counsellor and SEN dept. For the​
​vast majority of students, you will be required to attend classes in 7 subjects (Irish, English, Mathematics​
​and 4 choice subjects)​

​16​​|​​Page​

mailto:d.keane@droghedagrammarschool.ie
mailto:info@droghedagrammarschool.ie


​Leaving Certificate Core​
​Subjects​

​English, Irish and Mathematics are compulsory subjects unless a student has an official​
​exemption from Irish.​
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​English​
​English at Senior Cycle focuses on the following aims:​

​Language​

​●​ ​Encouraging accuracy in language both oral and written​

​●​ ​The development of a range of critical thinking skills: analysis, inference, reasoning, synthesis and​
​evaluation.​

​●​ ​The development of advanced reading and writing skills: composing in and interpreting a range of​
​genres (including the language of narration, information, argument, persuasion and the aesthetic use​
​of language).​

​Literature​

​●​ ​Developing an understanding of the comparative study of literary texts​

​●​ ​Encouraging a personal and critical response to the analysis of poetry​

​●​ ​Developing an awareness of approaches to the study of film and other non-print texts.​

​6th Year Texts​​2025 -2027​

​Every year the Department of Education publishes a new list of prescribed texts and teachers make a​
​selection from this list. The items listed below have been selected from the LC English 2026 prescribed lists.​

​Single Text​ ​Macbeth​​(Higher Level) &​​Sive​​(Ordinary​​Level)​

​Prescribed Poetry ​

​Students complete a close reading of this text using a range of critical thinking skills and respond in writing.​

​Students at Higher Level study 6 poems by 8 of the following poets:​​Emily Dickinson, Elizabeth Bishop,​
​John Donne, Patrick Kavanagh, Derek Mahon, Paula Meehan, Adrienne Rick, W. B Yeats (list changes​
​every year)​

​Students at Ordinary Level study a list of 36 poems.​

​Comparative Study​ ​(Higher Level) ‘​​Sive’ by John B.​​Keane, ‘Small Things Like These’ by Claire Keegan​
​and the film 'Ladybird' directed by Greta Gerwig​

​(Ordinary level)​​‘The Shawshank Redemption’, Kindertransport​​and​​Small Things Like These​

​5th​​-​​Year English​​follows the same structure but​​different texts are selected from the 2027 prescribed​
​list.  The LC English 2028 Prescribed Material list has not been released yet by the Department of​
​Education.​​ ​

​The Examination​

​Students at both Higher and Ordinary level sit two exam papers in English.​

​Paper One​​(2 hours 50 mins) – Students are tested​​in comprehension, functional writing and composition.​

​Paper Two​​(3 hours 20 mins) – Students are tested​​on the Single Text, The Comparative Study, Prescribed​
​Poetry and Unseen Poetry.​
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​Gaeilge​

​1.​ ​Deis a thabhairt do na scoláirí an Ghaeilge a shealbhú de réir a n-acmhainne, sa tslí is go mbeidh siad​
​ábalta páirt ghníomhach a ghlacadh i saol dátheangach na tire.​

​2.​ ​Cumas Gaeilge na scoláirí a fhorbairt i dtreo is go mbeidh gach scil teanga (éisteacht, labhairt,​
​léamh, scríobh) acu de réir a n-acmhainne.​

​3.​ ​Léargas a thabhairt do na scoláirí ar chultúr agus ar shaíocht Ghaelach na hÉireann agus deiseanna a​
​chur ar fáil dóibh é seo a bhlaiseadh tríd an teanga, an ceol, an stair, an litríocht agus mar sin de.​
​Tuiscint agus meas don Ghaeilge a chothú i sochaí ilchultúrtha agus ilteangach.​

​4.​ ​Meon dearfach i leith na teanga a chothú sna scoláirí, ag cur san áireamh gurbh fhéidir gurb í an​
​Ghaeilge san Ardteistiméireacht an teagmháil fhoirmiúil dheiridh a dhéanfadh formhór na scoláirí​
​leis an teanga.​

​5.​ ​Féinmheas agus féinmhuinín na scoláirí a chothú trí thuiscint a thabhairt dóibh ar a bhféiniúlacht​
​agus ar a n-oidhreacht chultúrtha.​

​6.​ ​Go mbeadh mar thoradh ar mhúineadh na Gaeilge go gcothófaí dearcadh dearfach iontu ar fhoghlaim​
​teangacha eile agus ar chainteoirí teangacha eile, mar aon le meas ar chultúir agus ar shaíochtaí eile.​

​7.​ ​Taitneamh agus spreagadh intleachtúil agus mothúchánach a sholáthar do na scoláirí i gcomhthéacs​
​na Gaeilge.​

​An Scrúdú​

​Gnáthleibhéal students sit​​two​​exams:​

​Paper 1​​(1 hour 50 mins)​

​1.​ ​Cluastuiscint,​

​2.​ ​Ceapadóireacht​

​Paper 2​​(2 hours 20 mins)​

​1.​ ​Léamhthuiscint​

​2.​ ​Prós​

​3.​ ​Filíocht​

​Ardleibhéal students also sit​​two​​exams:​

​Paper 1​​(2 hours 20 mins)​

​1.​ ​Cluastuiscint​

​2.​ ​Ceapadóireacht​
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​Paper 2​​(3 hours 5 mins)​

​1.​ ​Léamhthuiscint​

​2.​ ​Prós​

​3.​ ​Filíocht​

​4.​ ​Litríocht Bhreise​

​In addition to the above papers, all levels present for a Scrúdú Cainte exam which accounts for 40% or 240​
​of the total 600 marks.​
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​Mathematics​

​Aims:​

​Leaving Certificate mathematics aims to develop knowledge, skills and understanding needed for continuing​
​education, life and work.  By teaching mathematics in contexts that allow learners to see connections within​
​mathematics, between mathematics and other subjects, and between mathematics and its applications to real​
​life, it is envisaged that learners will develop a flexible, disciplined way of thinking and the enthusiasm to​
​search for creative solutions.​

​The Exam​

​Students at Higher and Ordinary Level sit two papers in Mathematics.​

​Paper 1 (2 hours 30 mins)​ ​Number, Algebra, Functions​

​Paper 2 (2 hours 30 mins)​ ​Probability & Statistics, Geometry & Trigonometry​

​Foundation level students sit one paper which is 2 hours 30 mins​​.​

​5 Strands​

​Within each strand the Ordinary Level Syllabus is a subset of the Higher Level Syllabus​

​It is recommended that:​

​●​ ​the Leaving Certificate course is 180 hours of study​

​●​ ​the Junior Certificate is 240 hours of study​

​What is different?​

​●​ ​Problem-Solving is a large part of course​

​●​ ​Different emphasis in teaching and learning​

​●​ ​Exam is not predictable​

​●​ ​Answers are to be written on the exam paper at every level​

​●​ ​Encourage more students to take Higher Level​

​●​ ​25 CAO points for any passing grade at Honours Leaving Cert​
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​Leaving Certificate​
​Option Subjects​
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​Art​

​Course Breakdown​

​Leaving cert art is divided into 2 categories:​
​1.​ ​Practical work​
​2.​ ​Visual Studies​

​Practical Work​

​During the Leaving Cert Art course you’ll have opportunity to create artworks using Art, Craft and Design​
​processes.​
​Projects include:​

​●​ ​Drawing with pencil, charcoal, oil pastel, pen, chalk pastel, marker and more.​
​●​ ​Painting with acrylics, watercolour, inks and gouache.​
​●​ ​Crafts like weaving, embroidery, bookbinding, collaging, mosaic and origami.​
​●​ ​Digital media with photography, photoshop, digital drawing, stop motion animation and video​

​editing.​
​●​ ​Sculpting with clay, plaster, mod-roc, paper mache and plasticine.​
​●​ ​Printing processes like lino, monoprint, etching, drypoint and collagraph.​

​Visual Studies​

​In Visual Studies you study a variety of Art History topics from the earliest examples of Art to​
​Contemporary Art. Visual Studies is divided into 3 sections,​
​A.​ ​Today’s World, where we study and discuss contemporary Art practices.​
​B.​ ​Europe and the Wider World, where we learn about the Art world outside Ireland, past and present.​
​C.​ ​Ireland and Its Place in the Wider World, where we study Irish Art throughout History.​
​The learning we do in Visual Studies helps us appreciate the importance of Art in all cultures and provides​
​theory to enhance our own Art making skills.​

​Assessment​

​There are 3 components to the final assessment in Leaving Cert Art. The marking allocation is as follows:​
​1.​ ​Practical Coursework completed in class- 250 marks (50%)​
​2.​ ​Invigilated Practical exam- 100 marks (20%)​
​3.​ ​Written Visual Studies exam- 150 marks (30%)​
​Total 500 marks.​

​What You Need​

​If you’re interested in studying Art for the Leaving Cert you need to have basic drawing skills, some​
​aptitude for design, the ability to work creatively and an openness to experiment with different types of Art​
​making processes.​
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​Biology​

​Biology is the study of life. Through the study of biology, students employ the processes of science in their​
​investigations and explore the diversity of life and the inter-relationship between organisms and their​
​environment.​

​Students develop an understanding and knowledge of the unit of life - the cell - whose structures and​
​processes are shared by all living organisms and in doing so, gain an insight into the uniqueness, function​
​and role of organisms, including themselves. In addition, they become aware of how humans use other​
​living organisms and their products to enhance human health, the human environment and make informed​
​evaluations about contemporary biological issues.​

​It is intended that this syllabus will;​

​●​ ​Prove relevant in the lives of students and inspire in them an interest and excitement about biology.​
​●​ ​Enable them as future citizens to discuss and make judgements on issues in biology and science that​

​impact on their daily lives and on society.​
​●​ ​Provide them with the knowledge, skills and understanding to pursue further education, training and​

​employment in biology-related fields and thereby respond to the needs of the economy and​
​contribute to sustained economic development.​

​From​​careersportal.ie:​
​The​​new Leaving Certificate Biology specification​​was introduced for fifth year students in September 2025​
​and has replaced the current Leaving Certificate Biology syllabus.​

​There are four strands: a unifying strand, Nature of Science, and three contextual strands;​

​Nature of Science​​- Students develop an understanding​​that whilst science is powerful, generating​
​knowledge that forms the basis for many advances and innovations in society, it has limitations and that the​
​application of scientific knowledge to problem-solving can be influenced by considerations such as​
​economic, social, sustainability and ethical factors.​

​Organisation of Life​​- Students gain knowledge and​​understanding of a number of core concepts to explain​
​the organisation and diversity of life.​

​Structures and Processes of Life​​- Students learn​​how the unique and diverse structures within living​
​things allow life to function through a number of processes taking place within cells, organs and systems.​

​Interactions of Life​​- Students look at the systems​​of the living world at different scales. As they investigate​
​interactions of individuals and groups in ecosystems, they learn that no organism in nature is independent of​
​the systems in which it lives, functions and dies.​

​Biology is often perceived as an easier subject than physics or chemistry but this is not so. There are high​
​failure rates at Higher level.​
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​Exam Structure​

​Biology​ ​Higher​ ​Ordinary​

​Written Paper​

​Biology in Practise​
​Investigation​

​1 Paper - 60% of Marks​

​Common Brief - 40% of Marks​

​1 Paper - 60% of Marks​

​Common Brief - 40% of Marks​

​The written examination paper will include a selection of questions that will assess, appropriate to each​
​level:​

​●​ ​The learning described in the three contextual strands of the specification and the unifying strand​
​●​ ​Application of Biology to issues relating to the cross-cutting themes —sustainability, health, and​

​technology.​

​Comments​

​●​ ​It is recommended that a student taking Leaving Certificate Biology has a good understanding of​
​Junior Science.​

​●​ ​Each student must have an aptitude and interest for laboratory work.​

​●​ ​A considerable amount of learning and study is necessary to do well in this subject, including​
​memorising a huge number of definitions and facts. If this is something you struggle with, you will​
​find Biology difficult.​

​●​ ​It is also necessary to be able to express your thoughts well through writing, especially given the new​
​project that has been introduced. For that reason, people who have difficulty with English (the​
​subject or the language) can also find Biology difficult.​

​Career Links​

​The learning experienced while studying biology can lead to many exciting and rewarding careers in the​
​discipline and also provide a foundation for a diverse range of opportunities in related areas, including​
​biomedical, environmental, agricultural, food, health, sports, forensic sciences and biotechnology.​

​Other careers where studying Biology at second level is useful include:​

​Veterinary, Dentistry, Agriculture, Applied Biology, Biochemistry, Biotechnology, Botany, Ecology, Earth​
​Science and Environmental Science, Genetics, Marine Science and Aquaculture, Microbiology and Zoology,​
​Psychologist, Astronomer, Teacher, Dietician and Researcher.​
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​Business​

​Business Revised​

​A new Leaving Certificate Business specification was introduced for fifth year students in September 2025​
​and will replace the current Leaving Certificate Business syllabus.​

​What is Business?​

​Through studying Leaving Certificate Business it helps students to develop an entrepreneurial mindset and​
​become confident, informed decision-makers. Students have an opportunity to develop a range of​
​competencies which will enhance students' abilities to  apply their learning to a range of real-life​
​experiences.​​Students of Leaving Certificate Business​​develop an appreciation of the importance of business​
​in their daily lives and the world around them and gain a deep understanding of the opportunities and​
​challenges within a constantly evolving business environment.​

​What are the topics I study in Business?​

​This specification is made up of four strands​

​Strand 1:​​Exploring the Business Environment -​ ​Determine​​the influence of national and EU policy on​
​stakeholders. Explain how economic indicators can impact on business development and growth.​
​Understand how Irish government policy impacts across different sectors of the economy, how policy and​
​legislation differ. Distinguish between European regulations, directives. Learn about Irish business globally​
​and internationally​

​Strand 2: Understanding enterprise​​- Identify examples​​of innovation, intrapreneurship, and​
​entrepreneurship in their local community, nationally and trading internationally. Outline the key functions​
​of a business plan and the importance of ethics and sustainability. Conduct a STEEPLE analysis. Appreciate​
​the importance of market research and the marketing mix. Identify Operations and finance including​
​business expansion and risk management and compliance. Conduct a Cost benefit analysis, Porter’s five​
​forces model.​

​Strand 3: Leading in Business -​ ​Outline how leadership​​styles foster organisational culture and​
​organisational innovation, Evaluate how digital technologies influence the process of recruitment and​
​selection. Identify different modes of communication and Importance of strategic planning.​

​Strand 4: Being Informed and Making Informed Decisions –​ ​Learn about the rights and responsibilities​
​of consumers and employees using current relevant EU consumer legislation. Assess ethical and​
​sustainability consumer concerns.  Investigate how digital technology impacts on consumer behaviour.​
​Learn how personal data is protected by European regulation. Importance of informed decision making in​
​relation to saving and investing; considering factors including inflation, risk, interest rates, taxes and​
​charges. Fintech, manage risk including those related to pensions, mortgages, credit based products, and​
​crypto-finance.​

​What kind of student should study Business?​

​Business will suit a student who is interested in current affairs and listens to the news, reads the papers and​
​stays alert to what is happening in the general business world. Course content is relevant, factual and​
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​requires a lot of learning. This is quite a theory heavy course with very specific definitions and explicit key​
​terms. A student needs to have the ability to learn and understand these concepts but it is very important to​
​show that they can apply this knowledge to everyday business life and situations. This subject would be​
​useful to anyone thinking of starting or managing his or her own business in the future.​

​Ideally, students would have a keen interest in learning about the following areas;​

​●​ ​Ethics and sustainability, Entrepreneurial thinking, Business and financial literacy and Digital​
​transformation​

​How can you benefit by studying Business for leaving Certificate?​

​Real-world relevance:​​Learn how businesses operate​​and impact on daily life.​​Essential skills:​​Develop​
​financial and business literacy, communication, and problem solving capabilities.​​Critical thinking:​
​Cultivate the ability to analyse and adapt to business and societal changes.​

​Exam Structure - Assessment Structure:​ ​The new revised​​curriculum specification for Business for all​
​students entering into fifth year in September 2026​​are as follows;​

​●​ ​Additional Assessment Component (AAC )​​40% (Common​​brief)​
​●​ ​This Brief is released in term​​Two in 5th Year.​
​●​ ​Students work on their​​Investigative Study in 6th​​Year​​over a period of up to​​20 hours.​
​●​ ​The Additional Assessment Component is an Investigative Study and will be​​submitted in 6th Year​​.​
​●​ ​The Written Examination 60% (Both higher and Ordinary level papers​

​Career Options:​​Business helps build a strong foundation​​for future careers in a wide range of areas​
​including Banking, Finance, Administration, Law, Insurance, Management and Marketing, HRM, Teaching,​
​Distribution and logistics, among others:​
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​Chemistry​

​What is Chemistry and why is it important?​

​Chemistry is the study of substances; what they are made of, how they interact with each other and the role​
​they play in living things.​

​The skills that are developed while studying for a chemistry qualification are highly desirable to employers​
​in all sorts of sectors.  They include logical thinking, communication, creativity, analysis, data handling and​
​observation.​

​Whether you know what you want to do after university or you’re still unsure, chemistry stands you in good​
​stead for the future.​

​From​​www.careersportal.ie​

​Course Overview​
​This new Leaving Certificate Chemistry specification will be introduced for fifth year students in September​
​2025 and will replace the current Leaving Certificate Chemistry syllabus.​

​The Leaving Cert. course follows on directly from Junior Cert Science, and deals with more topics in a lot​
​more depth. There are an amount of calculations involved. Chemistry has been the second most popular​
​science subject for some time now.​

​Course Content​
​The Leaving Certificate Chemistry specification being introduced in September 2025 is designed for a​
​minimum of 180 hours of class contact time. It sets out the learning in strands and through the identification​
​of cross-cutting themes. The design of the strands reflects the aims of Leaving Certificate Chemistry.​

​There are five strands: a unifying strand, Nature of Science, and four contextual strands;​

​Nature of Science​​- Students develop an understanding​​that whilst science is powerful, generating​
​knowledge that forms the basis for many advances and innovations in society, it has limitations and that the​
​application of scientific knowledge to problem-solving can be influenced by considerations such as​
​economic, social, sustainability and ethical factors.​
​The Nature of Matter​​- Students develop an understanding​​of the particulate nature of matter. This is​
​emphasised through the kinetic theory of matter explaining the states of solids, liquids and gases. Matter can​
​be quantified using the concept of a mole.​
​Behaviour of Matter​​- With the particulate nature​​of matter as a model, students learn that many of the​
​properties and behaviours of matter can be explained by the types of forces between particles and verified​
​through experimental investigations. Behaviour of gases can be modelled through the kinetic theory of​
​matter and the ideal gas equation.​
​Interactions of Matter​​- Students learn about the​​models used to explain energy transfer in chemical​
​reactions and how proton and electron transfer are central to understanding interactions. These models are an​
​important component of how scientists understand the natural world and how chemists can control and​
​predict reaction outcomes.​
​Matter in Our World​​- Students have opportunities​​to specifically deepen their analytical skills and​
​improve their personal effectiveness through learning practical and inquiry skills. They apply stoichiometric​
​principles and laboratory techniques to prepare standard solutions, determine unknown concentrations, and​
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​solve abstract, conceptual problems. As they investigate and analyse authentic contexts, students develop​
​their understanding of the core concepts and fundamental principles of chemistry.​

​Exam Structure​

​Chemistry​ ​Higher​ ​Ordinary​

​Written Paper​

​Chemistry in Practise​
​Investigation​

​1 Paper - 60% of Marks​

​Common Brief - 40% of​
​Marks​

​1 Paper - 60% of Marks​

​Common Brief - 40 % of​
​Marks​

​The written examination paper will include a selection of questions that will assess, appropriate to each​
​level:​

​●​ ​the learning described in the four contextual strands of the specification and the unifying strand​
​●​ ​application of chemistry to issues relating to the cross-cutting themes—sustainability, health, and​

​technology​​.​

​What kind of student should take Chemistry?​

​Are you interested in laboratory work? Did you enjoy Junior Certificate science? Do you like problem​
​solving? These students tend to enjoy chemistry for the Leaving Certificate.​

​What is Chemistry a requirement for at Third Level?​

​Chemistry is a requirement for the following third level courses: Dentistry (UCC), Human Nutrition &​
​Dietetics (DIT), Medicine - Undergraduate Entry (UCC), Pharmacy (Trinity College, UCC) and Veterinary​
​Medicine - Undergraduate Entry (UCD). There are 211 courses listed on the CAO that require a science​
​subject (some require two) with chemistry being preferred.​
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​Computer Science​

​What is Computer Science and why is it important​

​Computer Science is the study of how computers solve problems using logic, data, and algorithms. It remains essential​
​even in the age of AI because people still need to understand, design, and question the technology behind intelligent​
​systems — ensuring they are reliable, ethical, and used creatively to solve real-world problems. The tech industry​
​remains one of the most dynamic and lucrative industries in Ireland, and indeed globally.​

​Leaving Certificate Computer Science Structure​

​Strand 1:​ ​Practices and principles: Computers in Society​​/ ethical dimension.​

​Strand 2:​ ​Core Concepts of computer science / algorithms​​/ computer design and systems​

​Strand 3:​ ​Practical Application​

​1.​ ​Information Systems - Create an interactive website that can display information from a database.​

​2.​ ​Analytics - Create programs that perform statistical analysis using algorithms and graphing tools.​

​3.​ ​Modelling and Simulation - Develop a system that simulates or models a problem that is difficult​

​to solve analytically.​

​4.​ ​Embedded Systems - Implement embedded systems (e.g. autonomous cars) that use sensors and​

​control digital inputs and outputs.​

​Note:​ ​Group work not assessed by the State Examinations​​Committee​

​Programming Languages and tools:​ ​Python, HTML,​​CSS, Micro:bit​
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​Exams:​
​There are three assessments in the Leaving Certificate course:​

​Task​ ​Time​ ​%​ ​Example​

​Coursework​ ​December-​
​March.​

​30%​ ​In​ ​this​ ​creative​ ​Computer​ ​Science​​project,​​students​​design​​and​
​build​ ​their​ ​own​ ​original​​tech​​solution:​​e.g.​​a​​game,​​simulation,​
​app,​ ​analytics​ ​dashboard​ ​or​ ​smart​ ​system,​​and​​tell​​the​​story​​of​
​the​ ​journey​ ​from​ ​idea​ ​to​ ​working​ ​creation.​ ​Students​​showcase​
​problem-solving and coding skills in a real-world challenge.​

​Programming​
​Exam​

​May​
​(1 hour)​

​27%​ ​Students​ ​put​ ​their​ ​coding​ ​skills​ ​to​ ​the​ ​test​ ​as​ ​they​ ​crack​
​problems,​ ​spot​ ​patterns,​ ​and​ ​write​ ​smart​ ​programs​ ​using​
​Python, showing how they think like real computer scientists.​

​Written Exam​ ​May​
​(1.5 hours)​

​43%​ ​The​ ​written​ ​exam​ ​assesses​ ​understanding​ ​of​ ​the​ ​theory​ ​across​
​all​ ​strands​ ​of​ ​Leaving​ ​Certificate​ ​Computer​ ​Science,​ ​from​
​computational​ ​thinking​ ​and​ ​data​ ​to​ ​computer​ ​systems,​
​networks, ethics, and AI.​

​What Students will Learn​

​●​ ​The Practices and Principles of Computer Science, such as computational thinking, computers and​
​society and creative design.​

​●​ ​How to analyse problems in computational terms and understand concepts such as abstraction, logic,​
​algorithms, computer systems, data representation and evaluation.​

​●​ ​Programming languages and how to read, write, test and modify computer programs.​

​●​ ​The ethical, historical, environmental and technological aspects of Computer Science (including AI)​
​and how it impacts the social and economic development of society.​

​●​ ​The process of designing computer artefacts such as web pages, digital animations, simulations,​
​games, apps and robotic systems.​

​Careers​

​A qualification in Computer Science can open the door to a wide range of exciting careers, from​​software​
​engineer​​,​​data scientist​​and​​cybersecurity specialist​​to​​cloud architect​​,​​AI engineer​​,​​IT project​
​manager​​and​​systems analyst​​— all of which are in​​high demand across industries. As AI reshapes the​
​world, it is creating entirely new tech-based careers that are not even fully formed yet, from AI trainers and​
​ethicists to designers of intelligent systems. Choosing Computer Science gives students the skills to be ready​
​for these future jobs — not just to use AI, but to build, control, and shape it.​
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​Construction Technology​

​The​​aim​​of​​Leaving​​Certificate​​Construction​​Technology​​is​​to​​provide​​our​​students​​with​​an​​experience​​that​
​develops​ ​their​ ​interest​ ​in​ ​and​ ​enthusiasm​ ​for​ ​learning​ ​relating​ ​to​ ​the​ ​built​ ​environment.​ ​It​ ​aims​ ​to​ ​equip​
​students​​to​​become​​technologically​​literate​​in​​sustainable​​ways,​​students​​will​​embrace​​life-long​​learning​​and​
​sustainable​​living​​and​​be​​prepared​​for​​local​​and​​global​​challenges​​and​​opportunities.​​The​​main​​focus​​of​​the​
​course​ ​is​ ​on​ ​domestic​ ​dwellings.​ ​There​ ​is​​a​​large​​amount​​of​​theory​​in​​this​​course​​(compared​​to​​the​​Wood​
​Technology​ ​at​ ​Junior​ ​Cycle),​ ​theory​ ​involves​ ​lots​ ​of​ ​sketching​ ​and​ ​technical​ ​drawing​ ​questions..​ ​The​
​practical​​element​​to​​this​​course​​is​​spaced​​out​​over​​the​​two​​years​​as​​the​​primary​​focus​​is​​on​​getting​​the​​theory​
​element  covered.​

​The​ ​Leaving​ ​Certificate​ ​Construction​ ​Technology​ ​specification​ ​sets​ ​out​ ​the​ ​knowledge,​​skills,​​values​​and​
​dispositions for students in four strands:​

​●​ ​The Built Environment​

​●​ ​Design, Materials, and Craft Skills​

​●​ ​Building Fabric​

​●​ ​Services and Control Technology.​

​Students​ ​studying​ ​at​ ​Ordinary​ ​level​ ​will​ ​engage​ ​with​ ​structured​ ​and​ ​guided​​tasks,​​allowing​​them​​to​​apply​
​knowledge​ ​and​ ​skills​ ​in​ ​familiar​ ​situations​ ​with​ ​clear​ ​support.​ ​Students​ ​studying​ ​at​ ​higher​ ​level​ ​will​ ​be​
​encouraged​​to​​think​​more​​independently,​​developing​​the​​ability​​to​​identify​​and​​apply​​appropriate​​knowledge​
​and​ ​skills​ ​in​ ​both​ ​familiar​ ​and​ ​unfamiliar​ ​contexts.​ ​This​ ​approach​ ​fosters​ ​deeper​ ​critical​ ​thinking,​
​problem-solving, and adaptability in real-world scenarios.​

​Students will learn to:​

​●​ ​Understand how houses and buildings are designed and constructed.​
​●​ ​Develop strong practical craft skills using tools, machines, and materials.​
​●​ ​Apply design thinking to solve construction-related problems.​
​●​ ​Explore sustainable building methods and energy-efficient design.​
​●​ ​Learn about materials, their properties, and environmental impact.​
​●​ ​Read and produce sketches and  drawings.​
​●​ ​Understand building services such as heating, ventilation, plumbing, electricity, and smart home​

​systems.​
​●​ ​Apply health and safety principles in workshop and construction settings.​
​●​ ​Build key skills including communication, teamwork, organisation, and reflection.​
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​Exams:​
​There are three assessments in the Leaving Certificate course:​

​Task​ ​Time​ ​%​ ​Example​

​Additional​
​assessment​
​component 1:​
​Exploring the​
​Constructed​
​Environment​

​To be​
​confirmed​

​by the​
​Dept of​

​education.​

​30%​ ​Students​​pick​​a​​category​​and​​design​​a​​project​​to​​suit.​​Common​
​brief​​set​​by​​the​​SEC​​for​​both​​higher​​and​​ordinary​​level​​-​​design,​
​renewable technologies, systems in a house.​

​Research portfolio to back up the project.​

​Additional​
​assessment​
​component 2:​
​Craft Skills​
​Assessment​
​(day practical)​

​April /​
​May​

​(3 Hours)​

​20%​ ​Materials - cutting, shaping and making a product using wood.​

​Written Exam​ ​June​ ​50%​ ​The​ ​written​ ​examination​ ​paper​ ​will​ ​be​ ​both​ ​higher​ ​level​ ​and​
​ordinary​​level​​this​​will​​include​​a​​selection​​of​​questions​​that​​will​
​assess, appropriate to each level the learning in the four strands.​

​Careers​​:​
​The​ ​study​ ​of​ ​Construction​ ​Technology​ ​can​ ​lead​ ​to​ ​many​ ​exciting​ ​and​ ​rewarding​ ​careers​ ​and​ ​builds​ ​an​
​excellent​ ​foundation​ ​for​ ​students​ ​transferring​ ​into​ ​apprenticeships,​ ​traineeships,​ ​further​ ​education,​ ​higher​
​education,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​world​ ​of​ ​work.​ ​Leaving​ ​Certificate​ ​Construction​ ​Technology​ ​provides​ ​students​ ​with​ ​a​
​foundation​ ​for​ ​a​ ​wide​ ​range​ ​of​ ​careers​ ​in​ ​areas​ ​such​ ​as​ ​architecture,​ ​construction,​ ​engineering,​ ​design,​
​planning, building services, quantity surveyor, education, manufacturing, and management.​

​Starting Construction Studies in 5​​th​ ​Year:​

​It​​is​​recommended​​that​​a​​student​​taking​​Construction​​Technology​​has​​a​​general​​interest​​in​​Construction​​and​
​the built environment.​

​Each​​student​​should​​have​​an​​aptitude​​and​​interest​​for​​sketching​​and​​design.​​It​​is​​advised​​that​​there​​is​​a​​large​
​theory​ ​element​ ​to​ ​this​ ​course,​ ​therefore​ ​not​ ​every​ ​lesson​ ​will​ ​be​ ​practical​ ​like​ ​the​ ​Junior​ ​Cycle​ ​practical​
​courses.​
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​Design and Communication Graphics (DCG)​

​DCG is a follow on subject from Junior Certificate Graphics. It provides students with the opportunity for​
​visualizing and comprehending information that is mainly presented graphically.​​Students will experience​
​graphics and design through the means of freehand sketching, traditional draughting equipment and​
​Computer Aided Design (CAD).​

​Who should study DCG?​

​●​ ​Any student who has studied Graphics for Junior Certificate.​
​●​ ​Any student with an interest in construction, engineering, industrial design or product design.​
​●​ ​Any student who has a flair for mathematics and problem solving who would like to study a​

​challenging and rewarding subject.​
​●​ ​Any student who likes freehand sketching and computers including Computer Graphics and CAD​

​(Computer Aided Design).​

​Course Content​

​There is a great emphasis in the Leaving Certificate course on comprehension, analysis and problem solving.​

​●​ ​The​ ​class​ ​takes​ ​place​ ​in​ ​a​ ​designated​ ​DCG​ ​room.​ ​All​ ​course​ ​work​ ​is​ ​drawn​ ​by​ ​the​ ​student​ ​using​
​drawing instruments and freehand sketching.​

​●​ ​Over​​the​​2​​years​​the​​student​​will​​compile​​a​​portfolio​​of​​drawings​​covering​​a​​broad​​variety​​of​​topics​
​from solids in contact to roof geometry.​

​●​ ​Content​ ​includes:​ ​Plane​ ​and​ ​Solid​ ​Geometry,​ ​Building​ ​Applications​ ​and​ ​a​ ​Compulsory​ ​Computer​
​Aided Design Project.​

​●​ ​Neatness​ ​and​ ​attention​ ​to​ ​detail​ ​are​ ​desirable​ ​attributes​ ​for​ ​any​ ​student​ ​wishing​ ​to​ ​succeed​ ​at​ ​this​
​subject.​

​Exams:​

​There are two assessments in the Leaving Certificate course:​

​Task​ ​%​ ​When​ ​Example​
​Project​

​Written Exam​

​40%​

​60%​

​6​​th​ ​year​

​June​

​The​ ​student​ ​assignment​ ​has​ ​2​ ​parts.​ ​Part​ ​A​ ​consists​ ​of​ ​a​
​design​ ​investigation​ ​into​ ​a​​given​​artefact.​​Part​​B​​involves​
​students​​graphically​​communicating​​a​​new​​concept​​design​
​or​ ​modification​ ​to​ ​that​ ​existing​ ​artefact​​.​ ​This​ ​involves​ ​a​
​great​ ​deal​ ​of​ ​design,​ ​sketching​ ​and​ ​computer​ ​graphic​
​communication skills.​
​Students​​must​​model​​the​​latter​​on​​SolidWorks​​(a​​3d​​CAD​
​modelling software)​
​3 hour exam comprising of short and long questions.​
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​What career options are there?​

​DCG is a core element of many 3​​rd​ ​level options i.e.​​Engineering, Construction, Industrial Design and​
​Architecture. Knowledge of DCG will greatly enhance a student’s ability to succeed in any 3​​rd​ ​level​
​engineering-based programme.​
​All apprenticeships include the study and completion of detailed technical drawings.  Again, the studying of​
​DCG to Leaving Cert is a distinct advantage.​

​Useful for careers in engineering, construction, interior design, architecture and all apprenticeships.​
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​Economics​

​What is Economics?​

​Economics is a social science which studies human behaviour and how it influences the allocation of scarce​
​resources which have alternative uses. Economics describes the factors that determine the production,​
​distribution and consumption of goods and services.​

​What do you study?​

​You study economic concepts such as wealth, income, welfare, scarcity, choice, wants, needs, opportunity​
​cost and the factors of production. It studies why people make choices; it forms the basis for governments to​
​make decisions, companies to employ workers and for people to spend or not spend.​

​You learn about:​

​Leaving Certificate Economics is divided into two categories: microeconomics and macroeconomics.​

​Microeconomics deals with how an individual producer (one firm) and a consumer make decisions and​
​attempt to solve their economic problems.​

​- How do sellers price their goods for buyers? e.g. utility, demand, supply, equilibrium and elasticity.​

​- How much does it cost to be in business?  e.g. costs of production.​

​- Market Structures e.g. perfect competition, imperfect competition, monopoly and oligopoly.​

​- How do products actually get to the shelf….and why does anybody put them there?  e.g. Labour​

​Macroeconomics is the study of how governments handle the economy as a whole, and how they decide on​
​policies to achieve their goals.​

​Money and banking, National income, the government in the economy, International trade and the global​
​economy, economic growth and development, economics of population and inflation.​

​How can you benefit by studying Economics for Leaving Certificate?​

​You will understand the economic world of the firm, government and global economy.​

​You will be able to understand individual, business and government decisions as they relate to the real​
​world.​

​You will develop communication, literacy, numeracy, analytical and problem solving skills.​

​It will help students develop research skills as the new syllabus includes a project in 6​​th​ ​Year (20%).​

​For College:​

​All Business courses include economics as a core subject in first year and many other disciplines have it as a​
​compulsory element. e.g. Agricultural Science, Social Science etc.​
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​Career Options:​

​Finance and Management, Teaching, Stock broking, Taxation, Accountancy, Economist, Public Service,​
​Politics, Business analyst, Journalism, setting up your own business.  Many careers today benefit from a​
​good background knowledge of the Economic world​​.​

​E​​xam Structure​

​Economics​ ​Higher​ ​Ordinary​

​Written Paper​ ​1 Paper - 80% of Marks​ ​1 Paper - 80% of Marks​

​Project​ ​1 Paper - 20% of Marks​ ​1 Paper - 20% of Marks​

​There are two assessment components at each level:​

​●​ ​written examination (80%)​

​●​ ​research study (20%)​

​Both components of assessment reflect the relationship between the application of skills and the theoretical​

​content of the specification.​
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​French​

​The Leaving Certificate French course builds on language skills already acquired at Junior Certificate level.​
​Pupils must have taken French at Junior Certificate level (or its equivalent) in order to take French for​
​Leaving Certificate.​

​There are four sections in the Leaving Certificate French examination, and these assess the four language​
​skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.​

​The oral exam has been held, in recent times, over the Easter holidays of the Leaving Certificate year, and​
​consists of a 12-minute conversation with a visiting examiner.  Topics discussed typically include the​
​candidate's family, school, town/village, interests and hobbies, plans for the future, holidays and trips​
​abroad, and topical social issues. Marks are awarded for pronunciation, vocabulary, structures (grammar)​
​and communication.  The oral exam is a common level exam, and marks are subsequently adjusted​
​depending on whether candidates opt to sit the higher or ordinary level exam in June.​

​The aural exam is held on the same day as the written exam in June, and consists of a 40-minute listening​
​test during which candidates listen to French conversations, interviews and radio clips, and answer questions​
​on what they hear.  All candidates listen to the same CD, with different question papers for higher and​
​ordinary level candidates.​

​The written exam is two and a half hours long, and consists of reading comprehension and written​
​expression tasks.  The higher level paper contains two comprehension texts (one journalistic and one​
​literary) with mostly French questions (the final question on each text tests global comprehension and is​
​answered in English) and three written tasks which could include a letter (or fax/email), a diary entry, a short​
​anecdote, or an opinion paragraph or response to a picture or quote on a topical issue.  The ordinary level​
​paper contains four comprehensions (two with English questions and two with French questions) and two​
​written tasks which could include a cloze test, a form to fill in, a postcard, a note, or a formal or informal​
​letter.​

​The French Leaving Certificate marking scheme is as follows:​

​Oral​ ​Aural​ ​Comprehension​ ​Written work​

​Higher​ ​25%​ ​20%​ ​30%​ ​25%​

​Ordinary​ ​20%​ ​25%​ ​40%​ ​15%​

​Pupils should also extend their knowledge of French by using apps such as​​Duolingo​​, watching the French​
​television channel​​TV5monde​​, watching French films,​​listening to French radio, and reading French​
​newspapers, magazines and books.​
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​French beyond school​

​French is one of the very few languages spoken all over the world, and it is currently ranked the sixth most​
​widely spoken language worldwide with over 220 million speakers.  French is an official language of 29​
​countries, and it is Europe's second most widely spoken mother tongue.  French is one of the working​
​languages of the United Nations, one of the three procedural languages of the European Union, and the sole​
​language used for the deliberations of the European Court of Justice.  French has a long history as an​
​international language of commerce, diplomacy, literature and scientific standards.​

​A modern language is a requirement for entry to many university and third-level courses, and it is possible​
​to study French at third level in conjunction with a wide range of other subjects.  French may be studied as​
​part of an arts degree, or as part of a degree in law, business, marketing or catering.  There are also options​
​to take modules in French with science or IT subjects in certain third-level institutions.  Students with a​
​modern language often spend an Erasmus year in the country of their language as part of their degree,​
​broadening their horizons and experiencing a new country and culture.​

​Knowledge of a modern language such as French is a great advantage in securing employment, both at home​
​and abroad, and is also a huge asset when travelling.​
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​Geography​

​The​​new​​Leaving Cert Geography helps students understand​​the relationships between people and the​
​physical world — from local places to global systems. It’s designed to build geographical thinking, inquiry​
​skills, data analysis, problem-solving, and ethical/ sustainable decision-making. Geography supports​
​informed citizenship and a deeper understanding of current environmental, social and economic issues.​

​The New Structure of the Course​

​●​ ​Unifying Strand – Applying Geographical Thinking and Skills​
​○​ ​This runs through the whole course, emphasising geographical inquiry, critical thinking and​

​skills application.​
​●​ ​The Physical Environment​

​○​ ​Study of physical systems such as climate, landscapes, natural processes,​
​human–environment interactions.​

​●​ ​The Human Environment​
​○​ ​Focus on human settlement, population, migration, land use and the ways people shape​

​environments.​
​●​ ​The Global Environment​

​○​ ​Looks at global systems including agriculture, tourism, globalisation, geopolitics and​
​development challenges.​

​Skills and Learning Approach​

​●​ ​Students engage with​​geographical thinking and enquiry​​(questioning, planning, collecting and​
​analysing data).​

​●​ ​Fieldwork, outdoor learning and geospatial tools​​(e.g.,​​maps, GIS) are integrated into learning.​
​●​ ​Students develop​​communication and analytical skills​​,​​supporting argumentation and​

​evidence-based decision-making.​

​Assessment — What Has Changed?​

​Assessment has​​two components​​:​

​1.​​📊​​Applied Geography Project (40%)​

​●​ ​A real inquiry-based project — students choose a topic, collect data, analyse results and present​
​findings.​

​●​ ​Externally assessed by the State Examinations Commission and contributes significantly to the final​
​grade.​

​2.​​✍️​​Written Examination (60%)​

​●​ ​A traditional terminal exam at​​Higher or Ordinary​​level​​that assesses understanding of all strands​
​and skills.​

​●​ ​Questions emphasise applying geographical thinking to real-world problems.​
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​Who Should Consider Geography for Leaving Cert.​

​Geography is a strong choice if students:​

​●​ ​Enjoy topics about the​​environment, people, places​​and global systems​​;​
​●​ ​Like​​research, data analysis, maps and outdoor learning​​;​
​●​ ​Want a subject that​​connects science and humanities​​;​
​●​ ​Are thinking about careers in​​environmental science,​​planning, sustainability, tourism,​

​meteorology, urban studies, or business.​

​It also provides​​useful transferable skills​​(critical​​thinking, data interpretation, research) for many​
​third-level courses and careers.​
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​History​

​Why study History?​

​History is the examination of human experience over time. It attempts to understand and explain the origins​
​and evolution of the societies we live in. It also explores the complex processes of social change, the choice​
​of one set of political or ethical values over another, the context in which radical ideas arose, and much​
​more.​
​In addition to acquiring knowledge and an understanding of our past, our students develop intellectual​
​adaptability, a capacity for critical assessment of complicated issues and personalities, and an ability to​
​evaluate conflicting interpretations.​

​The Leaving Cert History Programme aims to:​

​•​ ​To instill a love for the subject and to create self-directed learning and independent thought through​
​the use of sources, for example, images, documents, audio-visuals and maps and to develop the​
​student’s research skills, especially at senior level.​

​•​ ​To enable students to be familiar with sources available and where to locate them.​
​•​ ​To equip the students to achieve to the best of their ability in their History examinations.​

​Relevance to careers:​

​Employers tend to see those who have studied History as:​

​•​ ​Independent thinkers​
​•​ ​Open-minded and objective​
​•​ ​Disciplined​
​•​ ​Good communicators​
​•​ ​Able to analyse issues and problems​
​•​ ​An ability to make logical appraisals​

​*At third level, knowledge of history will prove useful when studying Politics, Journalism, Economics,​
​Business and Social Sciences.​

​Areas of study include:​
​(Subject to syllabus in any given year)​

​•​ ​The United States and the World, 1945-1989.​
​•​ ​European Retreat from Empire and the Aftermath.​
​•​ ​Politics and Society in Northern Ireland, 1949-1993.​
​•​ ​The Pursuit of Sovereignty and the impact of Partition.​

​Final Examination:​
​80% - Written Examination​
​20% - Research Study*​

​*The report on a research topic is prepared and submitted in advance of the final examination.​

​The examination at Higher Level consists of one document-based question and three essay style questions.​
​The examination at Ordinary Level consists of one document-based question and three paragraph style​
​questions.​

​42​​|​​Page​



​Home Economics​

​Subject Overview​

​The Home Economics syllabus provides students with knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes​
​necessary for managing their own lives, for further and higher education and work. The learning experiences​
​in home economics develop flexibility and adaptability in students. It prepares students for life in a​
​consumer-oriented society and provides a learning foundation for those seeking employment in a wide range​
​of careers such as the food industry, tourism, clothing, design, health and social services. The subject is an​
​applied subject combining theory with practice. It is concerned with the management of resources (material​
​and human) to meet the physical, emotional, intellectual, social and economic needs of individuals and​
​families and to promote a sense of responsibility to global issues. The study of home economics emphasises​
​the interdependent relationships that exist between individuals, families and their immediate and distant​
​environments.​

​Content​

​The syllabus is based on a core of three areas of study that is studied by all students and one elective area,​
​from a choice of three.​

​Core Area:​

​Food studies​

​▪​ ​Food Science & Nutrition​

​▪​ ​Diet & Health​

​▪​ ​Food Processing & Preservation​

​▪​ ​Microbiology​

​▪​ ​Food Safety & Hygiene- HACCP​

​Resource management and consumer studies​

​▪​ ​Family Resource Management​

​▪​ ​Household Finances- Budgets, Insurance, Credit, Mortgages​

​▪​ ​Household Technology​

​▪​ ​Consumer Studies and the Environment​

​Social studies​

​▪​ ​Family Defined​

​▪​ ​Marriage​

​▪​ ​Family Law​
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​Electives​

​The elective allows students the opportunity to undertake a more detailed study of one area of the core.​

​There are three electives, from which one may be chosen:​
​●​ ​Home design and management​
​●​ ​Textiles, fashion and design​
​●​ ​Social studies​

​In Drogheda Grammar School we study:​​Elective 3: Social​​Studies.​

​This includes:​
​●​ ​Social Change​
​●​ ​Education​
​●​ ​Work​
​●​ ​Unemployment​
​●​ ​Poverty​

​Assessment​

​Leaving Certificate Home Economics-Scientific and Social is assessed, at Ordinary and Higher level, as​
​follows:​

​●​ ​Terminal examination paper: 80%​

​●​ ​Food Studies Practical Coursework Journal: 20%.​

​Completion of this coursework journal is based on four topics given by The State Examinations Commission​
​at Halloween of fifth year and submitted for examination at approximately the same time in sixth year.​

​Status​

​The Leaving Certificate Home Economics-Scientific and Social syllabus was revised in 2001 and​
​implemented in 2002. It was first examined in 2004.​
​https://curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/b9bc688f-3a5d-48a7-90f1-b60063f49c74/SCSEC21_Home_Economic​
​s_syllabus_eng.pdf​
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​Music​

​A​​great​​deal​​of​​the​​work​​at​​this​​level​​continues​​to​​build​​and​​develop​​the​​listening​​and​​the​​composing​​skills​
​worked​​on​​at​​Junior​​Level.​​Having​​said​​that,​​it​​is​​not​​necessary​​to​​have​​studied​​Music​​for​​the​​Junior​​Cycle​​to​
​take​ ​on​ ​this​ ​subject​ ​for​ ​Leaving​ ​Certificate.​ ​It​ ​is​ ​recommended​ ​that​ ​students​ ​already​ ​have​ ​the​ ​skills​ ​of​
​playing​ ​an​ ​instrument​ ​or​ ​singing​ ​before​ ​engaging​ ​in​ ​Leaving​ ​Certificate​ ​Music.​ ​The​ ​Leaving​ ​Certificate​
​course​ ​aims​ ​to​ ​develop​ ​the​​student​​as​​a​​musician,​​building​​on​​their​​listening,​​composing​​and​​creating,​​and​
​their​​performing​​skills.​​The​​examination​​consists​​of​​two​​papers​​(listening​​paper​​and​​composing​​paper)​​and​​a​
​performance.​

​The Listening Paper – 25%​

​Students​ ​will​ ​engage​ ​with​ ​various​ ​styles​ ​of​ ​music​ ​through​ ​listening.​ ​Students​ ​will​ ​analyse​​musical​​scores​
​and​​develop​​an​​understanding​​of​​sound.​​Two​​courses​​A​​and​​B​​alternate​​every​​three​​years.​​‘A’​​(currently)​​is​
​the​ ​study​ ​of​ ​works​ ​by​ ​J.S​ ​Bach,​ ​Tchaikovsky,​ ​Queen​ ​and​ ​Barry.​​‘B’​​is​​the​​study​​of​​the​​works​​by​​Mozart,​
​Berlioz,​ ​The​ ​Beatles​ ​and​ ​Deane.​ ​Alongside​ ​the​ ​set​ ​works​ ​students​ ​will​ ​develop​ ​aural​ ​skills​ ​through​ ​Irish​
​Traditional​​Music​​and​​Popular​​Music.​​This​​can​​range​​from​​Arctic​​Monkeys​​to​​Stevie​​Wonder.​​Any​​style​​of​
​music is fair game here.​

​The Composing Paper – 25%​

​This​​paper​​is​​concerned​​with​​the​​writing​​of​​a​​16​​bar​​melody​​and​​a​​backing​​chord​​piece.​​Students​​will​​engage​
​with​ ​composing​ ​their​ ​own​ ​music​ ​and​ ​adding​ ​harmony​ ​and​ ​chords​ ​to​ ​a​ ​melody.​ ​Students​ ​will​ ​analyse​ ​the​
​rules and structures of Western Art Music.​

​Performing – 25%​

​There​ ​is​ ​a​ ​performing​ ​practical​ ​examination​ ​with​ ​many​ ​options.​ ​Students​ ​can​ ​choose​ ​to​ ​perform​ ​4​
​contrasting​​pieces​​on​​one​​instrument/voice​​in​​any​​genre,​​or​​8​​pieces​​of​​music​​on​​two​​different​​instruments,​
​or engage with music technology creating beats and tracks.​

​And one of the following – 25%​

​Students​ ​can​ ​choose​ ​where​ ​to​ ​allocate​ ​the​ ​remaining​ ​25%.​ ​The​ ​most​ ​popular​ ​option​ ​is​ ​to​ ​use​ ​it​ ​for​ ​the​
​performance exam, making the performance now worth 50% of the overall grade.​

​●​ ​An extra 25% in performance, which may be extra pieces or music technology.​
​●​ ​A​​listening​​elective​​worth​​25%.​​This​​involves​​in​​depth​​study​​of​​a​​topic​​and​​a​​detailed​​report​​written​​in​​an​​extra​

​exam paper. Students must also submit 10 CD tracks to illustrate musical points.​
​●​ ​A​ ​composition​ ​elective​ ​worth​ ​25%.​ ​Here,​ ​students​ ​submit​ ​a​ ​journal​ ​with​ ​2​ ​compositions​ ​that​ ​they​ ​have​

​worked on over the course of 2 years and all of the rough drafts of their work.​

​By​​allowing​​students​​to​​choose​​where​​their​​final​​25%​​comes​​from,​​we​​give​​them​​the​
​power​ ​to​​play​​to​​their​​musical​​strengths.​ ​They​​in​​effect​​tailor​​part​​of​​their​​exam​​to​
​suit themselves.​
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​Physical Education (LCPE)​

​There is a new spec for LCPE starting in Sept 2026:​
​The aim of Leaving Certificate Physical Education is to develop the learner’s capacity to become an informed,​
​skilled, self-directed and reflective performer in physical education and physical activity in senior cycle and in​
​their future life.​

​LCPE will be taught through 3 distinct strands;​

​Strand 1: Skill learning, participation and performance​

​➢​ ​This strand of learning focuses on the processes and principles underpinning skill learning,​
​performance, and participation in physical activity. It examines the stages of learning, factors that​
​influence development of movement competency, and strategies for effective practice, fostering both​
​understanding and application. Emphasis is placed on developing, analysing and improving​
​performance, recognising the characteristics of a skilled performance, and exploring the distinctions​
​between ability and learned skill. It integrates aesthetic and artistic dimensions of movement,​
​encouraging creative expression through physical activity. The strand considers the role of physical​
​activity across life stages and addresses inclusivity and access, ensuring a holistic approach to​
​understanding and engaging in physical movement and performance.​

​Strand 2: Physical and psychological demands of performance​

​➢​ ​This strand explores the physical and psychological demands in achieving optimal physical activity​
​performance. It explores the components of fitness, principles of training, and recovery strategies,​
​emphasising the need for structured and informed approaches to training design and periodisation.​
​By addressing nutrition, hydration, and energy systems, the strand explores the physiological​
​foundations of performance, while examining the roles of the muscular and skeletal systems in​
​movement. The psychological demands focus on factors influencing practice and performance,​
​methods of analysis, and strategies to foster mental preparedness and resilience. It explores the​
​importance of feedback, planning, and support structures in achieving optimum performance. The​
​strand takes a critical look at the structures and provisions for high-performance sport.​

​Strand 3: Factors influencing participation in physical activity​

​➢​ ​This strand focuses on the broader context of physical activity and performance, emphasising safe​
​practices and the effective organisation of activities. It examines the application of strategies, tactics,​
​and compositional elements across various physical activities, while also addressing the multifaceted​
​requirements of officials, coaches, and choreographers. Ethical considerations in physical activity,​
​including fair play and the regulation of performance-enhancing drugs and injury prevention are​
​central themes, promoting integrity and accountability. The strand explores the commercial and​
​societal dimensions of physical activity, investigating the roles of sponsorship, mass participation​
​events, and media influence. It explores the impact of technological advancements on physical​
​activity and highlights the opportunities they present for innovation and enterprise, fostering a​
​comprehensive understanding of the evolving landscape of sport and physical activity.​
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​The Physical Activity areas and core concepts​

​Assessment:​
​50​​% Written Exam​​(short questions 10 out of 12, long​​questions 3 out of 5 and a compulsory case study​
​question)​

​50% Practical​​- PEP- the PE project, through practical​​application with a physical activity requires students​
​to demonstrate: planning • engagement • skill proficiency and analysis • evaluation • communication.​

​Who is it for?​

​LCPE is designed to appeal to a broad range of learners,​​whether they excel in sport or have a keen interest​
​in physical activity and sport either as a performer and/or as a coach/choreographer.​

​Related subjects and skills:​

​Knowledge and skills from a range of subjects including Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Home Economics,​
​English and Design and Communications Graphics will be useful in LCPE.​

​Further study:​

​L​​earning in LCPE will inform how you participate in​​sport and physical activity in your adult life. You will​
​find LCPE useful if you want to study sports science, physical education, leisure and recreation courses,​
​media studies and many other courses, including coaching, management and healthcare professions.​
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​Physics​

​What is Physics and why is it important?​

​Learning Physics will give you a rich understanding of the real world while also giving you a glimpse into​
​the mysteries around us. The subject aims to provide students with an experience that develops their interest​
​in and enthusiasm for physics. In doing so, it aims to build knowledge, skills, values and dispositions​
​necessary for students to become scientifically literate citizens who are well prepared for the challenges of​
​their future, embracing life-long learning and sustainable living, as citizens in a technologically developing​
​society.​

​What do we do in leaving Certificate Physics?​

​Junior Cycle Science has close links with Leaving Certificate Physics. Students will have the opportunity to​
​build on the scientific concept, processes and practices they have developed as they move through the 2​
​years of Leaving Certificate Physics.​

​There are 5 strands, a unifying strand, The Nature of Science and 4 conceptual strands,​

​1.​ ​Forces and Motion​
​2.​ ​Wave Motion and Energy Transfer​
​3.​ ​Modern Physics, Atomic and Nuclear​
​4.​ ​Electric and Magnetic Fields and their interactions​

​Practical Work.​

​There are a number of experiments that will be performed over the course of the 2 years​

​The Examination​

​●​ ​40% Physics in Practice Investigation (Common Level Brief)​

​●​ ​60% Written Examination (Higher and Ordinary Level)​

​What kind of student takes Physics?​

​Did you enjoy Physics at Junior Cycle? Were you good at it? Do you like problem solving? Do you like​
​Maths? Higher Level Maths is not required.​

​What is Physics a requirement for in Third Level?​

​Physics is a requirement for many 3rd Level courses. Although not a mandatory requirement, Physics at​
​Leaving Certificate is necessary for all engineering and Physics specific science courses.​

​These courses all presume previous knowledge of Leaving Certificate Physics. Students who don’t have​
​Leaving Certificate Physics tend to struggle in the first year of these courses.​

​However, there are 215 courses listed on the CAO that require a science subject (some require two). You can​
​check if the course you want to do requires or prefers Physics by going to​​www.qualifax.ie​​or​
​www.careersireland.net​
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​I don’t want to study Physics for Third Level, what else is it useful for?​

​Physics is a useful subject for many courses and careers. It is a good foundation for a broad range of​
​scientific and technical careers. Many careers benefit from the logical and numeracy skills developed by​
​studying Physics. Many technical courses involve components of Physics.  Finance, Banking and IT​
​employers in particular seek out students who have studied Physics.​

​What careers will Physics be useful for?​

​Astronomer, Computational Physicist, Forensic Physicist, Engineer, Geophysicist, Medical Physicist,​
​Meteorologist, Nanotechnology, Teacher, Doctor, Optician and Electrician to name  but a few.​
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​Politics and Society​

​Introduction​

​Politics and Society was introduced as a new Leaving Certificate subject in September 2016 and was​
​examined for certification for the first time in June 2018.​

​Politics and Society aims to develop the learner’s capacity to engage in reflective and active citizenship,​
​informed by the insights and skills of social and political sciences.​

​The changing local, national and global environment presents many challenges and opportunities for young​
​people. It also requires of them a range of skills, knowledge, values and attitudes so that they can achieve​
​their goals in this environment. These include:​

​●​ ​Skills in critically assessing information and its sources and in gathering and processing information​

​●​ ​Intercultural skills to enable them to communicate and work with people from diverse backgrounds​
​in employment and in other settings​

​●​ ​An understanding of the processes of globalisation and individualisation and their opportunities and​
​challenges​

​●​ ​The imagination to think creatively and to propose new and alternative futures​

​●​ ​A willingness to play an active role in their society​

​●​ ​A disposition towards taking responsibility for the outcomes of their actions.​

​Drawing in particular on the skills of critical thinking and imagination and on the content knowledge of​
​sociology, anthropology, political studies and philosophy, Politics and Society can, in collaboration with​
​students’ learning outside school, in home and community contexts, provide an opportunity for students to​
​develop the above skills, knowledge, values and attitudes. The distinctive analytical frame of reference of​
​these subjects can also help to develop skills of critical analysis that enable people to make an informed,​
​considered and effective contribution to their society. The content of these subjects can support the​
​development of an understanding of equality, inequality and diversity in a range of areas of human life,​
​including gender, ethnicity and social class. In this way, Politics and Society can contribute to the​
​development of active and participatory citizenship through education. It can play a key role in informing​
​people as to how social and political institutions at local, national, European, and global level operate, and of​
​the importance of political and social institutions in shaping our society.​

​Through active and participatory learning and through the experience of learning in the wider community,​
​Politics and Society can enable young people to develop the skills appropriate for active and thoughtful​
​participation in the life of their communities.​
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​Syllabus Structure​

​Politics and Society is organised in four strands, each structured around key concepts. These are:​

​Strand 1​

​Power and Decision-Making;​

​In Schools​

​At National Levels​

​At European Levels​

​Strand 2​

​Active Citizenship;​

​Effectively contributing to communities.​

​Rights and responsibilities in communication​
​with others​

​Project Work. – Citizenship Project is worth​
​20% of the overall assessment in Politics and​
​society​

​Strand 3​

​Human Rights and Responsibilities;​

​In Ireland​

​In the wider world​

​Strand 4​

​Globalisation and Localisation;​

​Globalisation and Identity​

​Sustainable Development​

​The course is based around 17 “Key Thinkers” or theorists which will form the basis of the ideas discussed​
​in Politics and Society.​

​Aims and Objectives​

​Aim​

​Leaving Certificate Politics and Society aims to develop the learner’s capacity to engage in reflective and​
​active citizenship, informed by the insights and skills of social and political sciences.​

​Objectives​

​The objectives of Leaving Certificate Politics and Society are to develop​

​●​ ​An understanding of the social systems within which people act: locally, nationally and more widely​
​●​ ​An understanding of concepts which underpin contemporary systems of government and of the​

​diverse models for making these concepts operational​
​●​ ​An understanding of and a respect for human rights and responsibilities, for human dignity and for​

​democratic modes of governance​
​●​ ​An understanding of and a respect for sustainable development​
​●​ ​A commitment to and a capacity for active participation in the learners’ social and political worlds​
​●​ ​A commitment to and a capacity for critical, discursive and independent thinking​
​●​ ​A commitment to and a capacity for engagement in peaceful and democratic means of resolving​

​conflicts​
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​●​ ​A sense of care for others and a respect for and a valuing of diversity in all areas of human life​
​within the parameters of human rights principles​

​●​ ​The capacity to analyse and interpret qualitative and quantitative social and political research data,​
​and to use such data carefully in forming opinions and coming to conclusions.​

​Assessment​

​Assessment for certification in Politics and Society is based on the aims, objectives and learning outcomes​
​in this specification. Differentiation at the point of assessment will be achieved through examinations at two​
​levels, Ordinary level and Higher level. There are two assessment components:​

​1.​ ​Report on a citizenship project (20%).​

​2.​ ​Written examination (80%).​

​Assessment will be based on the aims, objectives and learning outcomes as outlined in the specification.​
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​Spanish​

​Leaving Certificate Spanish builds on the skills learned at Junior Cycle and pupils must have taken Spanish​
​at Junior Level in order to continue to take Spanish for Leaving Certificate.​

​Students will work on reading comprehension, listening comprehension, written production and spoken​
​production. Leaving Certificate Spanish can be done at either Higher or Ordinary Level. The final​
​examination is two and a half hours long. The allocation of marks for the individual skills in the exam are​
​shown in the grid below.​

​Exam​ ​Higher Level​ ​Ordinary Level​
​Oral Examination​ ​100 marks (25%)​ ​80 marks (20%)​
​Reading Comprehension​ ​120 marks (30%)​ ​160 marks (40%)​
​Written Production​ ​100 marks (25%)​ ​60 marks (15%)​
​Listening Comprehension​ ​80 marks (20%)​ ​100 marks (25%)​
​Total​ ​400 marks​ ​400 marks​

​Many of the topics studied at Junior Cycle will be revisited such as town, school, and holidays, but at​
​Leaving Certificate students will be expected to be able to write and speak about these topics in greater​
​depth and with a much greater variety of vocabulary and a range of tenses. Students will also have the​
​challenge of expressing their opinions in Spanish on social issues such as the environment, the media, and​
​problems facing young people. Reading and listening comprehension activities will often be on cultural​
​topics, and use authentic materials from Spanish newspapers, magazines and radio.​

​The oral exam consists of a fifteen-minute interview with an outside examiner.  The examiner will have a​
​ten-minute conversation with each student on familiar topics such as; their life at school, their hobbies, have​
​they ever been to Spain, or their plans for after the leaving certificate. The general conversation will then be​
​followed by a role-play. There will be five role plays and students will have advanced knowledge of these.​
​The oral examination is done during the Easter break of Sixth Year, and is done at Common Level with both​
​Higher and Ordinary candidates doing the same exam.​

​Leaving Certificate students of Spanish should have an interest in not just the Spanish language but also the​
​culture of Spanish speaking countries. It is highly recommended that they listen to Spanish podcasts, watch​
​Spanish dramas on Netflix, read Spanish magazines online or read the magazines we have in school,​
​correspond with a Spanish speaker, and if possible spend some time in a Spanish speaking country.​

​A modern language is a requirement for entry to many universities and third-level courses, and it is possible​
​to study Spanish at third level in conjunction with other subjects such as politics, business, law and​
​marketing to name just a few. The Spanish speaking population is one of the fastest growing in the world.​
​There are over 400 million speakers worldwide, including 33 million in the USA.​

​It is an exciting language, and an ability to speak Spanish will be a great asset for students in the future in​
​terms of work, travel and meeting people. To quote Charlemagne, ‘to have a second language is to possess a​
​second soul’!​

​“Saber otro idioma es como poseer una segunda alma​​”​
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​Student Self Assessment​

​CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING WHEN DECIDING ON SENIOR LEVEL SUBJECT CHOICE​

​1. Junior Cert / Summer Exam results​
​Write in your Junior Cert / Summer Exam results here as a guide to help you when choosing subjects for the next two​

​years.​
​Subject​ ​Level​ ​Grade​

​ENGLISH​

​IRISH*​

​*unless exempt from Irish​

​MATHS​
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​2.​ ​Results from​​www.careersportal.ie​

​List three potential careers that you are interested in pursuing based on your Careers Interest Profile:​

​e.g. Primary School Teaching​

​List three college/ training courses that link to​​the above career (3 for each one!)​
​e.g. Primary Education in NUIM​

​Primary Education in St Pat’s Drumcondra​

​Primary Education in Marino​

​What are the required Leaving Cert subjects that​​are needed for the above courses?​
​e.g. Irish (at H4 minimum)​

​English, Maths and any other three subjects​
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​For More Information​

​http://www.curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle​

​This website provides information on all subjects for Leaving Certificate (select Leaving Certificate​
​Established section)​

​https://www.qualifax.ie/subject-requirements​

​Use this tool to see what courses require specific subjects.  (Demonstration of how to use the tool is on TY​
​Career Guidance Google Classroom)​

​www.careersportal.ie​

​An excellent website for colleges and career information. There is a section which provides excellent​

​guidance on subject choices, careers and study skills.​

​This section provides information on all Leaving Certificate subjects​

​https://careersportal.ie/school/subject_explorer.php​

​Guidance Counsellor: Miss Keane​

​Email:​​d.keane@droghedagrammarschool.ie​
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